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	Indo-Pacific View


				Dear Readers, Welcome to Indo-Pacific Defense FORUM’s issue on strategic shifts. The United States and its Allies and Partners continuously adapt their combined and joint strategies, tactics and capabilities to face emerging security challenges. As threats rapidly become more complex, cooperative relationships among militaries and nations prove increasingly important for achieving a secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific. This edition of FORUM…

			Read More
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	South Korea, U.S. begin Freedom Shield exercise to solidify military readiness


				The Associated Press South Korea and the United States are conducting the annual Freedom Shield exercise to bolster military interoperability amid North Korea’s nuclear threats, missile tests and rhetoric. Republic of Korea (ROK) and U.S. forces in early March 2024 began 11 days of computer-simulated command post training and field exercises, the South Korean National Defense Ministry said. Republic of Korea…

			Read More
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	Hanoi, Manila to boost maritime domain awareness, South China Sea cooperation


				Maria T. Reyes Recent steps by the Philippines and Vietnam to deepen cooperation could expand maritime domain awareness and help ensure a rules-based order in the South China Sea amid Beijing’s militarization of the strategic waterway, analysts say. The Southeast Asian nations agreed to boost collaboration between their coast guards and to “promote trust, confidence and understanding through dialogue and…

			Read More
	

	
			Conflicts - TensionsIPDForumMarch 6, 20240 49 


	Amid PRC coercion, Taiwan Relations Act supports peace, stability across Taiwan Strait


				FORUM Staff The message, delivered during recent face-to-face meetings between United States and People’s Republic of China (PRC) defense officials, has not changed: The U.S. remains committed to its longstanding “One China” policy, guided by the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA). Michael Chase, U.S. deputy assistant defense secretary for China, Taiwan and Mongolia, reaffirmed the importance of peace and stability across…

			Read More
	

	
			Global CommonsIPDForumMarch 5, 20240 45 


	Missile warning satellites protect U.S., ally assets in Middle East


				United States Strategic Command The United States is using satellites to intercept enemy missiles before they reach their targets. The Space Based Infrared System (SBIRS) uses a constellation of satellites with infrared sensors to detect the hot plume of a rocket as it launches, allowing U.S. and allied forces time to respond. The sensors can detect the missile type, launch…

			Read More
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	Indonesia, Singapore forge closer defense industry ties


				Gusty Da Costa Long-standing defense cooperation between Indonesia and Singapore is key to maintaining peace and security in the busy Malacca Strait and the wider South China Sea, officials and analysts say. Complementary capacities within the nations’ defense industries, coupled with reciprocal security needs, could usher in greater defense industry collaboration, thanks in part to recent agreements and initiatives. The…

			Read More
	

	
			Northeast AsiaIPDForumMarch 3, 20240 158 


	U.N. report: North Korea financing weapons program with cybercrime


				United States Strategic Command United Nations investigators say North Korea has stolen billions of dollars in cyberattacks to fund the regime’s weapons of mass destruction. The U.N. found 58 suspected North Korean cyberattacks between 2017 and 2023, valued at about $3 billion, The Associated Press (AP) reported in February 2024. Hacking groups reporting to Pyongyang’s primary foreign intelligence organization continue…

			Read More
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	Japan’s rocket launch, moon landing boost space ambitions


				Felix Kim Japan further elevated its status as a spacefaring nation with the launch of its next-generation H3 rocket in mid-February 2024 and by becoming the fifth country to achieve a lunar landing a month before. The milestones support Japan’s strategic objectives, including in defense, by showcasing technological prowess and contributing to a deterrence posture in space. Japan’s Smart Lander…

			Read More
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	U.S. SOCKOR hosts multinational special operations forum


				Maj. Christopher J. Mesnard/U.S. Air Force A multinational array of special operations leaders converged on United States Army Garrison Humphreys, near Pyeongtaek, South Korea, in late February 2024 for a U.S. Special Operations Command Korea (SOCKOR)-hosted Component Commander’s Special Operations Forces forum. Senior special operations personnel from Japan, South Korea, the U.S., United Nations Command member states and the Indo-Pacific…

			Read More
	

	
			Northeast AsiaIPDForumFebruary 29, 20240 52 


	ROK Armed Forces focus on enhanced training, benefits for personnel


				Felix Kim South Korea is prioritizing enhanced training and benefits for military personnel as the nation addresses demographic challenges such as a shrinking pool of conscripts and external threats from a belligerent and nuclear-armed North Korean regime. Recent surveys of junior and noncommissioned officers (NCO) identified leadership training, streamlined administration, flexible vacations and military family benefits as areas of focus.…
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			Indo-Pacific Defense FORUM is a professional military magazine published quarterly by the commander of the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command to provide an international forum for military personnel of the Indo-Pacific area. The opinions expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent the policies or points of view of this command or any other agency of the U.S. government. All articles are written by FORUM staff unless otherwise noted. The secretary of defense has determined that the publication of this magazine is necessary for conducting public business as required by the Department of Defense. 
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