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Dear Readers,

A s I assume 
command of United 
States Pacific 

Command, I look forward 
to continuing our dialogue 
and sharing writings and 
discussions through Asia 
Pacific Defense FORUM. 
This issue on “Targeting 
Terrorism” examines the 
global challenges of violent 
extremism and terrorism, 
focusing on their impacts 
across the Indo Asia 
Pacific. A series of articles 
addresses the roots of violent 

extremism, ways to counter its threat and most importantly, potential 
long-term solutions. As violent extremist organizations (VEOs), such 
as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), Lashkar-e-Tayyiba 
(LeT) and Jemaah Islamiyah (JI), propagate their radical ideologies, 
responsible nations must come together to mitigate the effects of 
malicious VEO agendas throughout the region and the world.

Regional security approaches using bilateral and multilateral 
dialogues, governed by comprehensive national strategies, are essential 
to countering these challenges. Although violent extremism usually 
begins as a local problem, it often does not remain one. ISIL, for 
example, has committed atrocities with the help of recruits from around 
the globe. Moreover, extremism bred in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan 
has already affected countries in the Indo Asia Pacific through insidious 
recruitment methods and other efforts to foment instability. 

To counter such activities, the U.S. Pacific Command and its partner 
nations conduct capacity-building activities focused on their militaries’ 
counterterrorism self-sufficiency and ability to contain groups such as 
ISIL, LeT and JI, which presents an acute problem particularly in South 
Asia. Organized efforts to foster partnerships and cooperation are also 
key for promoting regional stability and prosperity. Although many 
challenges to facilitating cooperation remain, U.S. Pacific Command 
stands committed to capacity-building activities to advance our fight 
against violent extremism and improve Indo-Asia-Pacific security. 

     I hope you find this edition especially insightful and thought-
provoking, and I welcome your comments. Please contact us at 
contact-apdf@apdforum.com with your perspectives.
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COL. NOZOMU YOSHITOMI 
retired from the Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) in 
April 2015 after a military career that 
spanned more than three decades. 
His last duty assignment was as 
a chief of the Strategy/Concept 
Division for the JGSDF Research 
and Development Command. 
Yoshitomi is now a professor at 
Tokyo’s Nihon University. His 

research covers a wide range of issues, including Japan’s security 
strategy, the JGSDF’s defense posture, Japan’s civil-military 
collaboration and international cooperation in humanitarian 
assistance/disaster relief.  Featured on Page 36
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DR. NAMRATA GOSWAMI is a 
research fellow at the Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses in 
New Delhi, India. She completed 
her doctorate from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University in 2005 on the topic “Just 
War Theory and Humanitarian 
Intervention: A Comparative Case 
Study of East Pakistan and Kosovo.” 
Dr. Goswami has held fellowships at 
the United States Institute of Peace 

in Washington, D.C., the South Asia Institute at the University of 
Heidelberg, the International Peace Research Institute in Oslo, 
Norway, and the Centre for Dialogue at La Trobe University in 
Melbourne, Australia. She was also a recipient of the Fulbright-
Nehru Senior Research Fellowship.  Featured on Page 32
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APDF CONTRIBUTORS
SIDDHARTH SRIVASTAVA is an 
independent journalist, consultant and 
author based in New Delhi, India. He 
covers foreign and strategic affairs, 
security, politics, defense, energy 
and subjects related to South and 
Southeast Asia. In a career that has 
spanned more than 20 years, he has 
been a correspondent for The Times of 
India newspaper and has been widely 
published in other newspapers and 

magazines in Asia, Europe and the United States.  Featured on Page 26
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Scan this 
image with 
your phone 
code reader 
to be taken to 
our website.

Join the 
Discussion
We want to hear from YOU!
Asia Pacific Defense FORUM caters to military 
and security personnel in the Asia-Pacific 
region. A product of U.S. Pacific Command, 
the quarterly magazine provides high-quality, 
in-depth content on topics that impact 
security efforts across the region — from 
counterterrorism to international cooperation 
and natural disasters. 

FORUM provokes thoughtful 
discussions and encourages a healthy 
exchange of ideas. Submit articles, 
pictures, topics for discussion or other 
comments to us ONLINE or at: 

Program Manager
Asia Pacific Defense FORUM
HQ USPACOM, Box 64013
Camp H.M. Smith, HI  
96861-4013 USA

Asia Pacific Defense FORUM also  
offers extensive content online at 
www.apdforum.com
Visitors can:
n Access exclusive online content
n Browse back issues
n Participate in polls
n Send us feedback
n Request a subscription
n Learn how to submit articles

Exploring the issues that impact so many lives

U
.S

. 
AI

R
 F

O
R

C
E

COL. DAVID K. MOELLER is 
the commander of the 613th Air 
Operations Center. He is responsible 
to the commander, Pacific Air Forces, 
for command and control of air, space 
and information operations in the 
Pacific, including mobility, intelligence, 
surveillance, reconnaissance, space 
and cyberspace operations. The center 
also provides command and control 
in support of Operation Noble Eagle 

Command units. He, along with WING CDR. MATTHEW 
HETHERINGTON, wrote about the coalition approach for this 
issue. WGCDR Hetherington is the Royal Australian Air Force 
exchange officer to the U.S. Pacific Air Forces, serving as the deputy 
chief of the Strategy Division in the 613th Air Operations Centre. 
He develops strategy and operational level plans to support the U.S. 
Air Force Air Component Strategy in the Pacific. He is a graduate 
of the Australian Command and Staff College and holds a Master 
of Arts in strategy and a Science Honours degree in biochemistry.  
Featured on Page 56
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BANGLADESH

ACROSS THE REGIONAPDF

LOCAL, 
RESILIENT 
RICE SEES 

Resurgence

Indonesia’s capital — a chaotic metropolis with shaky 
Internet access — is hoping to turn its fortunes around 
with an ambitious online platform that allows residents 
to report problems, from crime to traffic jams, with their 
smartphones.

A concrete jungle with a population of about 
10 million, Jakarta is infamous for monster traffic 
gridlocks, rubbish-strewn, pot-holed roads, heavy 
pollution and flooding that engulfs poor slum areas 
every year.

After successive leaders failed to solve the myriad 
problems, the new governor, Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, 
is seeking to harness technology and tap residents’ 
love of social media in the hope of driving through 
real change.

Launched in December 2014, the Smart City plan 
gives people a platform to report problems — such 
as floods, rubbish left in the street, potholes and 
crime — with the idea that nearby officials should 
then quickly respond. “We hope people will be active 
in reporting. If you want to be served well, then help 
us monitor the city,” the governor, who has 2 million 
Twitter followers, said at the launch of the project.

The main website for the iniative: 
smartcity.jakarta.go.id uses Google Maps and is 

integrated with the app Waze, owned by Google, which 
allows drivers to share real-time traffic information.

The site also links up to two smartphone apps that have 
been specially designed for the project.  Agence France-Presse

I
ndigenous varieties of rice are making 
a comeback in Bangladesh as farmers 
abandon high-yielding hybrid rice in 
favor of more resilient varieties that can 
cope with extreme climate conditions, 

researchers say.
About 20 percent of the rice fields planted 

in the low-lying South Asian nation now 
contain indigenous varieties that can stand 
up to drought, flooding or other stresses, 
said Jiban Krishna, director general of the 
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute.

At its peak, high-yielding varieties of rice 
accounted for 90 percent of the total rice 
grown in Bangladesh.

“In places where newly invented varieties 
fail to cope with stresses, farmers cultivate 
local varieties,” Krishna said.

Bangladesh’s government first introduced 
high-yielding rice in the 1960s in an effort 
to promote food security and meet rising 
demand, Krishna said. Over time, most 
farmers adopted the new varieties, which 
brought in higher revenues.

But in recent years, as climate change has 
brought more irregular rainfall — including 
worsening floods and droughts — farmers 
have had more difficulty producing consistent 
crops of high-yielding varieties.

The switch back to traditional varieties has 
happened with the help of nongovernmental 
organizations that have reintroduced the 
varieties to protect “heritage” species and 
help farmers cope with adverse weather 
conditions, Krishna said.  Reuters

INDONESIA

JAKARTA PLOTS PATH TO ‘SMART CITY’ STATUS

REUTERS
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MASSIVE Missile 
S H I P  L A U N C H E D

Taiwan launched its largest missile ship 
in December 2014 as the island strives to 
modernize its Armed Forces in response to a 
perceived threat from China.

The 500-ton corvette named Tuo Chiang, 
or “Tuo River,” is the first of its kind produced 
by Taiwan. It was touted by former Defense 
Minister Yen Ming as “the fastest and most 
powerful” in Asia.

Armed with 16 missiles, including eight 
supersonic Hsiung-feng III (Brave Wind) 
anti-ship missiles, it will boost Taiwan’s defense 
capabilities against its giant neighbor, which 
considers the island part of China’s territory 

Dinosaur FOSSIL 
Deposits Possible
A dinosaur tooth found in Malaysia is at least 140 
million years old and belongs to a new species within the 
“bird-hipped” Ornithischian order, researchers said in 
November 2014.

While still unsure of the exact species of dinosaur, 
lead researcher Masatoshi Sone of the University of 
Malaya said the discovery means “it is plausible that large 
dinosaur fossil deposits still remain in Malaysia.”

Ornithischian, or “bird-hipped,” is a major group 
composed of herbivorous dinosaurs such as triceratops. 
The dinosaur 
would have been 
about as big as a 
horse, Sone said.

The darkened 
tooth fossil — 
13 millimeters 
long and 10.5 
millimeters 
wide — was 
discovered in 
a sedimentary 
rock formation 
by a team of 
Malaysian and Japanese paleontologists. It was found 
close to where the first Malaysian dinosaur fossil, 
estimated to be at least 75 million years old, was 
discovered in 2012. That fossil was found to belong to a 
fish-eating predator belonging to the family of dinosaur 
known as Spinosaurid, believed to be semi-aquatic. The 
exact location of the discoveries is being kept secret in 
order to preserve it.  Agence France-Presse

SOUTHEAST ASIA

TAXI APPS 
BRING 

WOMEN’S 
SAFETY 

INTO 
FOCUS

A co-founder of GrabTaxi, Uber’s biggest competitor in 
Southeast Asia, promotes safety as being central to 
the online taxi-booking business.

The Malaysian company and Brazil-based rival Easy Taxi 
made headlines by attracting over U.S. $400 million in 
investment, but a rape accusation against an Uber driver in 
New Delhi has thrown taxi apps under a different spotlight.

Uber has since been banned in the Indian capital, 
adding to bans or legal action in several countries, 
including Spain, Thailand and the United States. 
Authorities’ common complaint is that Uber’s service 
includes private vehicle owners, which contrasts with 
GrabTaxi and Easy Taxi.

Both use licensed taxi drivers, which helps their 
strategy to market themselves as safe for women in 
cities such as Jakarta. The transportation system in the 
Indonesian capital is among the region’s most dangerous 
for women, according to a survey by the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation.

The rape allegation against the Uber driver could 
threaten the image of the other firms. “Women are our 
target audience,” said Nguyen Tuan Anh, general manager 
at GrabTaxi in Vietnam. The majority of the company’s 
passengers are women — as much as 70 percent in the 
Philippines. GrabTaxi said it only works with drivers of taxi 
firms that check identity documents, driving licenses and 
criminal records.  Reuters
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awaiting to be reunited by force if necessary.
“The completion of the new generation of naval warship 

is expected to ensure security in the Taiwan Strait and 
protect shipping lanes,” he added.  Agence France-Presse
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CAPTURED
in Thailand

F U G I T I V E

I N D I A N

T E R R O R I S T

Wanted for 1995 Indian bombing that killed 18

Police and military officers in Pattaya, Thailand, captured  a 
fugitive Indian terrorist wanted for a 1995 bombing in India 
that killed 18 people, including the head of Punjab state.

He was originally identified as Gurmeet Singh after the 
arrest in January 2015 by a team of Chon Buri provincial 
police and Soldiers from the 14th Army Circle. However, 
he was later revealed to be Jagtar Singh Tara, who had been 
hiding in Thailand for months using a Pakistani passport and 
the identity of one of his co-conspirators in the 1995 attack.

The real Gurmeet Singh, 42, was released on parole in 
December 2013 after serving 18 years in prison for his part 
in the attack, which killed Punjab Chief Minister Beant Singh 
and 17 others outside the Punjab civil secretariat.

THE BANGKOK POST 
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cting on information 
provided by Indian officials, 
police and Soldiers raided a 
house on Soi Mabyailia in 
tambon Nong Phreu in Bang 
Lamung district, Thai media 
reported.

Officers also arrested Pakistani 
national Ali Alat, 48, the owner of the 
house. The Indian Hindustan Times 
newspaper identified Alat as “Khalat Bari” 
and quoted Indian government sources as 
saying he was sheltering the 
fugitive, a former Khalistan 
Tiger Force chief, at the 
behest of Pakistan’s Inter 
Services Intelligence (ISI).

The two men were 
taken to Nong Phreu police 
station. Alat, who told Thai 
media he did not know 
of Jagtar Singh’s criminal 
background, was to be 
charged with harboring a 
fugitive.

“It took quite some time 
to arrest him. We had been 
following him for a while, 
but at one point he slipped 
off the radar,” national 
police spokesman Lt. Gen. 
Prawut Thawornsiri told 
The Associated Press. The 
Hindustan Times reported 
that Punjab police had spent 
three weeks in Thailand in September 
2014, but Singh disappeared.

Jagtar Singh, a Sikh militant, was one 
of the masterminds in the assassination of 
Beant Singh by a suicide bomber on Aug. 
31, 1995. The explosion occurred after 
the 73-year-old Indian politician — a Sikh 
who oversaw a controversial crackdown on 
armed Sikh militants — left his second-
floor office. As the chief minister got into 
his car at 5:07 p.m., the bomber set off the 
explosive. The minister’s automobile and 
two escort vehicles were torn to pieces, 
and 17 others died.

Jagtar Singh was arrested and sentenced 
to life in prison in 1996. But he had been 
on the run since 2004 after he and three 
other partners in the bombing tunneled 
out of the high-security Burail Model Jail 
in Chandigarh. Two were recaptured, one 
is hiding in Pakistan, and Jagtar Singh was 
known to be hiding in Thailand since mid-
2014, the paper reported.

Maj. Gen. Nitipong Niamnoi, head of 
Chon Buri police, said Indian authorities 
had sought cooperation from other 

countries, including Thailand, to help 
apprehend the suspect.

Thai media quoted Alat telling police 
that Singh had phoned him in early January 
2014 for help, saying authorities were 
seeking him because of an expired passport. 
Singh reportedly offered 30,000 baht to 
rent the house for two to three days.

Indian media, however, asserted that 
Alat was fully aware of Singh’s identity and 
is the brother of Sultan Bari, a Pakistan-
based agent of the ISI. Police Maj. Gen. 
Nitipong said police would contact the 
Indian Embassy to take Singh.

A

Thai police officers escort convicted terrorist bomber Jagtar Singh 

Tara of India to the criminal court in Bangkok in January 2015 after 

his arrest in Pattaya.   REUTERS
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he first Western journalist 
granted access to 
territories controlled by 

the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS) returned home in December 
2014 with a stark revelation — the 
militant group is “much stronger 
and much more dangerous” than 
people know, The Independent 
newspaper reported. 

Jürgen Todenhöfer, then a 
74-year-old German journalist, 
traveled to the northern Iraqi 
city of Mosul, described as the 
largest city occupied by ISIS, 
where he spent 10 days gathering 
information about the terrorist 
group’s inner workings to 
broadcast to the world. “Each 
day, hundreds of willing fighters 
arrive from all over the world,” 
Todenhöfer observed, according 
to The Independent. “For me, it is 
incomprehensible.”

ISIS, also referred to at times 
as the Islamic State of Iraq and al-
Sham, has perplexed governments 
and militaries worldwide as it strives 
for what it calls jihad extremist 
dominance, using aggressive 
recruitment tactics, social media 
campaigns and terror attacks. The 
escalation of ISIS’ proliferation in 
the world appears to have happened 
swiftly, but the group has existed 
under various names and forms for 
more than two decades.

As the ripple effect of ISIS’ 
negative impact spreads throughout 
the Indo Asia Pacific, governments 
and militaries have moved quickly 
to strengthen antiterrorism laws 
that punish the group’s supporters 
with lengthy prison terms and even 
revocation of citizenship.

“You must know that eradicating 
terrorism is going to be a difficult 
and long-term fight,” Singaporean 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 
said in November 2014 during a 
dialogue about the ISIS threat, 
according to Channel NewsAsia. 
“We have to carry on doing it, 
and provided we continue to work 
together and we are open to each 
other and we share and we come 
closer together, we will prevail.”

YEARS IN THE MAKING
ISIS has operated in Iraq using 
various names since at least 2003. 
First recognized as a verboten 
terrorist organization in 2005, it 
went by the Arabic name Tanzim 
Qa’idat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-
Rafidayn. The organization later 
rebranded itself under the names 
al-Qaida in the Land of Two Rivers 
(more commonly known as al-
Qaida in Iraq) and Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 
The group has remained relatively 
consistent in operation since 2011, 
when it established operations 
in Syria through a former 
suborganization, Jabhat al-Nusrah.

A report published by The 
Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy on the “war” between 
ISIS and al-Qaida traced ISIS’ 
previous names back to 1999, 
when it was known as Jamaat 
al-Tawhid wa-I-Jihad until 2004. 
Other reports estimate the group’s 
earliest incarnation happened in 
the early 1980s.

ISIS declared its caliphate — 
a form of Islamic government 
(Islamic State) — in June 2014 and 
named Abu Bakr al-Baghadi as its 
caliph, or leader.

“In becoming the beacon for 
foreign fighters over the past 
year, ISIS now controls many 
recruitment and facilitation/
logistics networks,” according to 
The Washington Institute’s report, 
published in June 2014. “Further, 
those who have fought with ISIS 
have made connections with one 
another and will likely keep in 
touch when they return to their 
places of origin. The solidarity 
and brotherhood established 
through fighting on the front lines 
and enduring the same hardships 
cements these relationships, which 
will be important for the future of 
the jihadist movement.”

The Indo Asia Pacific has seen 
the workings of these terrorist 
relationships manifest in the worst 
ways. Many countries have had 
nationals flock to Iraq and Syria to 
join the extremist movement. Few 

NATIONS INTENSIFY 
COOPERATION TO STOP 
THE SPREAD OF THE 
GROUP’S EXTREMIST 
JIHAD ACROSS THE REGION

T
IS

TO
C

K



12 APD FORUMFORUM

go silently. Foreign fighters pledge their allegiance 
to ISIS and send threatening messages to their 
homelands via YouTube Internet videos. 

Their threats have not swayed governments or 
militaries dedicated to eradicating extremism and 
limiting ISIS’ reach. What follows highlights the 
response to the threat by several Indo-Asia-Pacific 
nations.

AUSTRALIA
Count Australia among the countries that have banned 
its citizens from traveling to known regions where 
militant groups operate. Through legislation solidified 
in December 2014, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Julie Bishop specifically prohibits Australians from 
traveling to or remaining in Syria’s al-Raqqa province, 
considered the Syrian de facto capital and a major 
ISIS base. The announcement marked the first time 
Australia had made such a declaration for a geographic 
area under its criminal code, which already listed ISIS 
as a terrorist organization.

Authorities warned Australians in al-Raqqa 
without a legitimate reason for being there to leave 
immediately. Anyone prosecuted and convicted for 
breaking the law faces up to 10 years in prison.

“ISIL has proven resilient, having survived its 
earlier near-extinction at the hands of an international 
coalition that fought it for eight years,” according to 
the declaration. “Despite recent military operations 
against it in both Iraq and Syria, it remains an ongoing 
threat …”

It’s a threat officials have begun to see intensify on 
domestic soil.

Though Australia has taken a tough stance against 
ISIS, its travel ban came after at least 70 Aussies had 
already made the journey to Syria to join fighters, 
Agence France-Presse reported in December 2014. 
More than 20 Australians that had possibly returned 
home after fighting in Syria and remained under 
careful monitoring by security agencies, the Daily Mail 
newspaper reported in January 2015.

“I can’t confirm the number, because it can 
change in a heartbeat — and the risk can change in 
a heartbeat,” Queensland Police Commissioner Ian 
Stewart told the Daily Mail. “Today, it might be five. 
Tomorrow, it might be 10.”

However great the threat, Stewart warned militants 
that authorities remain vigilant and on high alert. 
“Obviously, you don’t go off fighting in foreign lands 
— not as a member of the Australian Defence Force — 
and come back and think you are not going to be on 
our radar,” he told the Daily Mail.

Government agencies across Australia are following 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott’s drive to meet the ISIS 
threat with full force. As part of his efforts, Abbot 
vowed to intensify ties with the Iraqi government, 

saying their militaries would work together combating 
ISIS in defense of “universal values.” 

“We are determined to deepen our cooperation 
with the government and the people of Iraq in the 
weeks and months to come — not because we are a 
country which goes forward seeking foreign fights, 
but because where our vital national interests are 
threatened, where universal values are at stake, 
Australia should be a strong partner,” Abbott said after 
a meeting with his Iraqi counterpart in January 2015, 
according to The Guardian newspaper.

PHILIPPINES
Self-proclaimed ISIS devotees in the Philippines have 
blatantly shown their support, posting videos to the 
website YouTube to proclaim an alliance with the 
terrorist group. Clips showing southern Philippines-
based Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) 
and Abu Sayyaf rebels pledging support to ISIS began 
littering the Internet in the fall of 2014, according to 
Agence France-Presse.

Despite this proliferation, the group had not sent 
any fighters from the Philippines to Syria, nor was it 
recruiting for ISIS, Agence France-Presse reported in 
August 2014.

“But if they need our help, why not?” Abu Misry, 
identified by the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) as a BIFF spokesman, told the news agency.

AFP officials also continued to deny that any ISIS 
recruitment was taking place within their borders 
or that any nationals had fled to Syria, despite the 
emergence in November 2014 of an ISIS video with an 
alleged Filipino participating in executions. Authorities 
said they couldn’t authenticate the video or identify the 
“Asian-looking” man depicted in it as Filipino.

An October 2014 analysis in The Manila Times 
newspaper posed the question in its title: “How grave 
is the ISIS threat to the Philippines?” The answer is 
small, according to the paper’s commentator Ricardo 
Saludo. “But it can quickly grow, both in the country 
and especially in the Middle East,” he said.

Reports of active ISIS recruitment in the 
Philippines may remain unverified, but other reports 
suggested at least 200 Filipinos left home and joined 
extremist groups in Iraq and Syria, Saludo said. “As 
counterterrorism intelligence efforts yield more 
information, reality can be sifted from rumor, and the 
true contours of the ISIS threat will begin to emerge,” 
he wrote.  

U.N. officials offered their assurance in December 
2014 that ISIS still had yet to penetrate the Philippines 
as they warned national authorities to remain guarded.

There is “no evidence yet that they [ISIS] are 
in the Philippines,” Jean-Paul Laborde, executive 
director of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism 
Executive Directorate said, according to a December 
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2014 Rappler.com report. “But they will try to expand 
their network as much as they can. So, it is possible that 
one day, they will come.”

INDIA
ISIS had no significant presence in India as 2014 
concluded, and officials there want to keep it that way. 
The Indian government declared a ban on the militant 
group in December 2014.

“We had taken cognizance of Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria activities in other countries. … As a first step, 
we have banned this outfit in India,” India’s Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh told Parliament, according to the 
International Business Times, a digital news publication. 
“I would like to make it clear that ISIS’ reach is limited 
to only a handful of young Indian Muslims. Unlike other 
countries like France, Germany, [the] U.K. and the U.S., 
where families may be backing young Muslims to fight 
for ISIS, Indian Muslims — especially parents — have 
discouraged their young from supporting ISIS activities.”

Singh’s comments came just days after the arrest of a 
24-year-old Indian engineer who worked at one of the 
country’s multinational companies. The man, Mehdi 

Masroor Biswas, stood accused of operating one of the 
most popular pro-ISIS Twitter accounts.

“He told us he wanted to be in the creamy layer of 
the operations and not fight on the ground,” an unnamed 
senior police officer who questioned Biswas told The 
Times of India newspaper. “His intentions were to support 
the cause and play the role of a strategist.”

Indian police found no direct link between Biswas 
and ISIS or any other terrorist organization, The Times of 
India reported, but the young Indian professional said he 
supported ISIS because they were fighting “the real war,” 
according to police. 

The online campaign for ISIS is one that Home 
Minister Singh acknowledged as “a serious issue.”

“There is a clear need to step up our cyber 
monitoring mechanism,” Singh said, according to the 
International Business Times. “We are monitoring the 
activities of ISIS across the world. We are alert and are 
constantly discussing additional steps needed to counter 
the threat.” 

At the end of 2014, the Indian government blocked 
32 websites containing anti-India statements and ISIS 
propaganda.

Elite Indonesian anti-terror police from Densus 88 escort four Turks arrested on arrival at Jakarta 
airport in September 2014. Police suspected the four Turkish nationals had links to ISIS.  AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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INDONESIA 
Indonesians fighting with ISIS have warned authorities 
in their home country that they’re prepared to go 
to battle for the terrorist group — even if it means 
shedding blood on Indonesian soil.

“We are awaiting your arrival here [in Syria] … 
If you’re not coming, we will come to you. We will 
return to Indonesia to enforce Sharia Islam. For those 
who are against us, we will slaughter each of you one 
by one,” Abu Jandal al Yemeni al Indonesi, also known 
as Salim Mubarok Attamimi, warned in a YouTube clip 
posted in December 2014, according to the Khabar 
Southeast Asia website. Abu Jandal, who was born in 
East Java, spoke of slaughtering Indonesian Soldiers, 
police or Nahdlatul Ulama members who opposed the 
establishment of Sharia law in Indonesia.

Indonesian Armed Forces Cmdr. Moeldoko said 
the military understood the threat and knew it to be 

real. “But we should not be frightened to combat ISIS’ 
propaganda because of this video. ISIS is issuing Islam 
for their propaganda, but their actions are against 
human rights at all levels,” he told Khabar. “We are 
standing on the correct side. No need to be afraid.”

While the threats continue to be uploaded to the 
Internet, other ISIS propaganda has made its way 
into Indonesia through Bahasa-language magazines 
that portray the jihadist group in a positive light. The 
magazine has circulated in Jakarta, Depok Tangerang, 
Surabaya, Lamongan and Madiun, according to a 
January 2015 Khabar report. 

“It is in our interest to stop any possible 
ISIS propaganda,” Harry Purwanto, National 
Counterterrorism Agency (BNPT) deputy for 
international cooperation, told Khabar. “We have 
been working with the home ministry, social affairs 
ministry, religious affairs, research, technology and 

Marines patrol a road in Jolo, 
Sulu, in the southern Philippines 
in September 2014.  REUTERS
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higher education ministry and others, including local 
governments. We will continue our effort to limit 
and eradicate these kinds of sites.”

By Indonesia’s count, roughly 86 people left the 
country to fight with ISIS by June 2014, according 
to The Straits Times newspaper. By October 2014, 
that number had skyrocketed to 264, the paper 
reported.

“Because Indonesia has the world’s largest 
Muslim population, the country will always be at 
the center of recruitment,” Saud Usman, chief of the 
BNPT, said in a December 2014 Straits Times article. 
“It’s time for our stakeholders to bolster their efforts 
to prevent the proliferation of ISIS ideology as it 
will pose a risk to our security once the ISIS fighters 
return home.”

Indonesia moved quickly to strengthen its 
antiterrorism laws as a tool to combat ISIS 
recruitment. In July 2014, the BNPT affirmed that 

Indonesians who supported or joined ISIS could lose 
their citizenship.

“The ISIS network in Indonesia is dangerous, but 
the strong, unequivocal government and community 
reaction in rejecting it is very good news,” according 
to “The Evolution of ISIS in Indonesia,” a 
September 2014 report produced by the Institute for 
Policy Analysis of Conflict.

MALAYSIA
Traveling through Southeast Asia has become more 
time consuming and risky for ISIS militants due to a 
crackdown by Malaysian authorities.

ISIS recruiters have warned its members against 
using Malaysia as a travel route because police there 
have increased their counterterrorism efforts and 
detain a high number of militants before they can 
sneak in and out of the country.

“We are glad our efforts are showing results and 
are preventing militants from joining ISIS through 
Malaysia,” Deputy Inspector-General of Police 
Datuk Seri Noor Rashid Ibrahim said in January 
2015, according to The Malaysian Insider website. 
“We will continue our vigilance at all exit and entry 
points to ensure no one slips through our net.”

He said Malaysia’s counterterrorism division was 
actively looking for Malaysians trying to join ISIS, 
but authorities kept an eye out for recruits from 
other countries as well.

Country officials have also added another tool to 
their arsenal for combating the ISIS threat. Police 
officers are receiving training to counsel misguided 
Malaysian youth to rehabilitate them after returning 
home from Iraq and Syria.

“Some of our young Malaysians are being 
influenced by the IS cause,” Inspector-General of 
Police Tan Sri Khalid Abu Bakar said, according 
to a December 2014 AsiaOne website report. “It is 
important for policemen to be equipped with the 
right skills to help them rehabilitate.”  o

“YOU MUST KNOW THAT 
ERADICATING TERRORISM 
IS GOING TO BE A DIFFICULT 
AND LONG-TERM FIGHT.” 

— SINGAPOREAN PRIME MINISTER LEE HSIEN LOONG
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THE ISLAMIC STATE OF 
IRAQ AND SYRIA ASPIRES 
TO ECLIPSE AL-QAIDA AS 
THE MOST TALKED ABOUT 
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION BY 
COMMITTING EXTREME AND 
BLOODY ACTS OF VIOLENCE.

ince at least 2001, al-Qaida had solidified 
itself as the universally recognized 
household name in terror. Then, along 
came the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS) — and for more than a year, its 
name has nearly dominated headlines on 
terrorism.

“The Islamic State has thrown down 
the gauntlet to al-Qaida and seeks to 
supplant its former ally as the symbol and 
leader of a global movement acting out a 
twisted definition of jihad,” according to 
Foreign Policy magazine.

To be clear, terrorism is terrorism, 
no matter who claims responsibility for 
horrible acts, and association with it is 
never something to aspire to or boast 
about. In fact, the public may have trouble 
telling the difference between ISIS and 
al-Qaida. Both commit acts of violence 
in the name of jihad and practice extreme 
Islamic beliefs.

“Both organizations ultimately want 
the same thing: a pure Islamic state 
purged of what each of them views as the 
corrupting influence of the West. That 
purified state will be ruled by a caliph, 
as the leader of the Muslim world was 
called in the early days of the religion,” 
according to a Wall Street Journal 
newspaper blog titled “ISIS vs. al-Qaida: 
The Jihadist Divide.” “But ISIS is on a 
less-patient timetable than al-Qaida. ISIS 
is taking a shorter-term view — arguing 
that bold and bloody action to drive out 
the impure could more quickly produce a 
caliphate that harkens back to its view of 
Muslim practices in Islam’s founding era.”

Why the rift if they both want 
essentially the same thing? Some experts 
simplify the response by saying it’s about 
the caliphate. Al-Qaida also wants to 
establish an “Islamic State,” and ISIS 
jumped ahead and did so before al-Qaida 
saw fit to make such a declaration. 

“Relations between ISIS … and al-
Qaida have been fraught with distrust, 
open competition, and outright hostility 
that have grown over time,” according 
to “The war between ISIS and al-Qaida 
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for supremacy of the global jihadist movement,” 
a June 2014 report published by The Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. “The two groups are 
now in an open war for supremacy of the global 
jihadist movement.”

BATTLEFIELD BRANDING
Experts often quickly point out the difference 
between ISIS and al-Qaida when it comes to 
the level of brutality. ISIS hits the ground with 
conventional fighting tactics. It brings brutal force 

and tanks, aiming to seize entire cities with a slew 
of bombs instead of causing minor disruptions with 
a single car bomb.

“ISIS has gained international attention by 
beheading prisoners and enemies, and then posting 
pictures of the violence on social media,” pointed 
out The Hill newspaper. “Al-Qaida, in contrast, 
has shunned that practice because it risks turning 
off less extreme Sunnis and other Muslims from 
sympathizing with their cause.”

Structure also sets the two apart. ISIS seizes 

A Yemeni 
suspected of 
being an al-Qaida 
militant listens to 
a judge from inside 
a cage during a 
court hearing in 
Sanaa, Yemen.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

An Iraqi Shiite fires his 
weapon against ISIS 
militants at Al-Nibai, 
north of Baghdad, in 
January 2015.

REUTERS



territory and storms cities with the use of 
grenades and firearms. Al-Qaida conducts 
attacks that not only capture the attention of 
international media but are also more complex, 
The Hill reported.

While al-Qaida has attacked the United States, 
ISIS has not. At least not yet, making al-Qaida 
still a relevant threat to a major world power. 

“Al-Qaida could arguably seek to re-establish 
its credibility through a major terrorist attack on 
the West, though between the command-and-

control problem and the complicated politics of 
all this jihadi infighting, such a move may not be a 
forgone conclusion,” Foreign Policy said.

In October 2014, al-Qaida continued to 
assert itself with threats against another major 
world power, China. Through an al-Qaida-based 
online magazine, Resurgence, which focuses 
heavily on the Indo Asia Pacific, al-Qaida calls 
for a “bitter defeat … for America, Iran, Russia, 
China and all those who have fought this war by 
proxy against Muslims.” 

ISIS STRONGHOLDS 
ISIS-HELD CITIES & TOWNS ISIS CONTROL RECURRING ATTACKS
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Sources: New York Times, Long War Journal, Institute for the Study of War 
Data report dated April 2015
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“IN ALMOST EVERY ASPECT, ISIS IS REALLY 
SEEKING TO DISTANCE ITSELF, PUT ITSELF 
IN ANOTHER ECHELON FROM AL-QAIDA.” 

— POLITICAL SCIENTIST COLIN CLARKE
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Iraqi police officers 
raise their weapons 
during a training 
session 30 kilometers 
northeast of Mosul in 
January 2015 as they 
prepare to recapture 
the northern Iraqi city, 
currently under the 
control of ISIS fighters.

AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Al-Qaida has also attempted to establish a stronger 
presence in South Asia through branches in India and 
Bangladesh, further pushing to prove it still has massive 
reach and appeal. The effects of those attempts remain 
to be seen.

“Individuals like winners and, unlike al-Qaida, which 
has not had a clear victory in a decade, ISIS continues 
to build its prestige and legitimacy within the overall 
movement,” according to The Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy report.

MULTIMEDIA MATCHUP
ISIS appears to have mastered the art of maintaining 
an up-to-date image and presence across all media 
platforms. Al-Qaida has not. In fact, Rand Corp. 
political scientist Colin Clarke told New Republic 
magazine that ISIS is like Google or Apple (flashy and 
garnering attention) while al-Qaida is like the more 
antiquated and less-hyped AOL. “In almost every 
aspect, ISIS is really seeking to distance itself, put 
itself in another echelon from al-Qaida,” Clarke told 
New Republic.

Clarke compared the two organizations’ online 
English magazines — Dabiq for ISIS and Inspire for 
al-Qaida. “Dabiq is a far more comprehensive attempt 
to recruit westerners than Inspire,” Clarke told New 
Republic. “It’s really a one-stop shop for all things ISIS.”

Dabiq provides readers with an overall vision of 
ISIS’ religious, political and military visions, while 
Inspire offers tutorials on bomb making, features on 
al-Qaida members and condemnations about the West, 
according to New Republic. The media savvy of ISIS 
has helped it recruit so many youth, including young 
foreign fighters.

“Al-Qaida never managed to find this kind of 
success,” according to the digital magazine Defense 
One. “Even though al-Qaida paved the way for ISIS on 
the Internet, the group [ISIS] has quickly outpaced al-
Qaida at exploiting social media to its fullest potential. 
Al-Qaida certainly has a presence on social media, but 
the group still relies heavily on ‘older’ platforms like 
websites and forums.”

ISIS has taken full advantage of exploiting video 
sites like YouTube to glorify its mission through graphic 
images of terror, and its foreign recruits often upload 
Internet videos sending threatening messages to their 
homelands. Add to that Twitter and Facebook, and ISIS 
has captivated the hearts and minds of youth around the 
world who use social media platforms.

Some experts wonder whether al-Qaida’s more 
traditional ways will outlast the hype ISIS is currently 
enjoying. “Don’t let the media hype fool you,” Defense 
One wrote in October 2014. “ISIS has successfully 
maneuvered social media to achieve its desired effect — 
fear and recognition — but al-Qaida’s network is much 
wider and more deeply rooted than that of ISIS.”  o
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Indonesian 
police escort 
a suspected 
terrorist in 
Semarang, 
Central Java, 
after a raid in 
May 2013. 
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iolent extremism and 
terrorism are global threats. 

Although they always start 
as local problems, they often do 

not remain local. Saudi extremists 
attack Baghdad and New York, as well as 

Riyadh. Pakistani extremists attack Kabul 
and Mumbai, as well as Lahore. The Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) commits 
acts of grotesque depravity in Syria aided 
by British, Russian, Chinese and other 
nationals. Ongoing extremism in Syria, Iraq 
or Afghanistan can affect countries all over 
the world. This holds true in the Indo-Asia-
Pacific region.

Extremism affects the area in two 
major ways. The first involves the flow of 
extremist personnel and expertise across 
borders. When ISIS made headway in 
Syria and Iraq, it attracted recruits from all 
over the Indo Asia Pacific: Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Malaysia, Australia and China, 
among others. Hundreds traveled to Syria 
to participate in ISIS atrocities. Now many 

are returning home, where they function 
not only as recruiters for ISIS but also as 
conduits for militant expertise to flow into 
their home countries. These flows drastically 
enhance the susceptibility of these countries 
to extremist crimes, as well as the domestic 
instability these crimes often entail.

This instability represents the second 
major way extremism affects the Indo 
Asia Pacific. Protecting the safety and 
rights of the population is a fundamental 
responsibility of all states. Extremists 
create and exploit domestic instability and 
civil conflict to undermine the authority 
and legitimacy of national governments. 
By undermining perceived government 
authority and legitimacy in the eyes of a 
local population, extremists can assert their 
own political control and ideology in place 
of a government’s.

In the process, extremists rarely respect 
national borders and sovereignty. This leads 
to the most dangerous aspect of extremism 
and the instability it causes: its pernicious 

FORUM STAFF
PHOTOS BY AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Fostering partnership and regional responses 
in the Indo Asia Pacific
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An Indonesian police 
officer, left, and 
Soldier stand on alert 
in Ungaran village 
in Kebumen, Central 
Java, during a May 
2013 raid on a house 
where suspected 
terrorists were hiding.
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ability to spill across borders. The world 
witnessed this as the current conflict in Syria 
promoted instability in Iraq, Jordan, Turkey 
and Lebanon, and again when conflict 
in Afghanistan encouraged instability in 
Pakistan. In short, one’s neighbor’s stability 
directly affects one’s own stability, and 
thereby regional stability. Thus, extremism 
threatens the regional stability that underlies 
the growth and prosperity of all Indo-Asia-
Pacific nations and demands a cooperative 
regional response. Indo-Asia-Pacific nations 
must not only look within their own borders 
to thwart extremism but also listen for 
and understand how the problem affects 
neighboring states, assisting one another 
where they can. Only then can countries in 
the region address not only the symptoms of 
extremism but also the root causes.

SUPPRESSING THE SOURCE
The root causes of extremism remain a 
matter of some debate. However, many 
experts agree that economic development, 
economic opportunity and political unrest 
are major factors that correlate with 
the emergence and appeal of extremist 
groups. In Asia, this generally means 
poverty and inequality. While the poorest, 
most underdeveloped nations remain the 
most susceptible to extremist violence 
and ideology, even areas within relatively 
developed nations are at risk. 

As such, national and regional investments 
in the economic growth of less-developed 
parts of the region, as well as vulnerable 
Central Asian countries, can go a long 
way in reducing the contributing factors 
of extremism in the region. China appears 
to recognize this principle regarding its 
investments in Afghanistan’s development. 
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai recently 
announced that China will invest U.S. 
$327 million in developing Afghanistan’s 
infrastructure and agricultural sectors, a 
hefty sum for an Afghan government whose 
annual revenues average about U.S. $2 
billion, according to The Wall Street Journal 
newspaper. One of the stated goals of China’s 
aid is to cooperate in curtailing extremism 
in the region. This is a step in the right 
direction. China in particular, with its vast 
resources and experience as a developing 
country, should continue to take the initiative 
regarding such efforts in the future. Other 
capable Asian states should make similar 

efforts in Central and Southeast Asia.
While a secondary benefit of China’s 

investments helps counter the poverty that 
feeds extremism, one if its primary motives 
for investment is driven by economic value 
and access to countries in which it invests.

China isn’t the only country in the region 
making such investments. For example, the 
number of Japanese companies operating in 
India increased by 13 percent in 2014 over 
the previous year, according to The Hindu 
newspaper. In addition to strengthening 
the political connections between India and 
Japan, the Japanese also look to receive tax 
breaks through continued financing of public 
and private infrastructure and other projects. 

FOSTERING COOPERATION
While bilateral arrangements such as 
Afghanistan’s and China’s help, multilateral 
coordination can bring even more resources 
and expertise to bear on the problem. For 
example, Central Asia in particular presents 
the most immediate extremist risks to 
growing powers China and India. This shared 
risk incentivizes cooperation between the two 
nations to develop and stabilize the region. 
China maintains greater experience and 
capacity in infrastructure development, while 
India possesses more developed diplomatic 
and cultural understandings of the region. 
Through economic and security cooperation 
in Central Asia, China and India may 
enhance regional stability and prosperity. 
Working together, they could both achieve 
more than either could alone.

However, potential challenges to 
cooperation exist. In Asia’s case, political 
culture may present the largest challenge. 
Many Asian nations assign great value 
to maintaining policy independence and 
avoiding foreign influence. Much of this 
derives from Asia’s colonial past. Several 
Asian nations with a strong interest in 
curtailing regional extremism and promoting 
regional stability have suffered prior foreign 
invasions or subjugation. India, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Burma and China lost all or 
much of their national sovereignty and 
political influence at the hands of foreign 
empires. Partly as a result, these states 
zealously protect their political and strategic 
independence. This history influenced India’s 
traditional nonaligned stance, as well as 
China’s noninterference policies. This desire 
for policy independence may disrupt attempts 
at greater cooperation.  o
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hunder and lightning filled the skies above Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport in Malaysia on 
December 24, 2014, when a team from the country’s 
Special Branch Counter-Terrorism Division 
intercepted a 27-year-old female  university student 
on her way to Syria. In a ceremony performed over 
Skype some days earlier, the Malaysian woman 
married a Moroccan Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS) fighter living in Syria, according to Malaysia’s 
Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Khalid Abu 
Bakar. ISIS videos on YouTube had reportedly 
influenced her to support the extremist group and to 
marry one of its fighters and attempt to follow him 
to Syria.  

Police have reported a flurry of similar cases 
regionally. Two months earlier, in a separate 
incident, Malaysian police arrested 25-year-old 
Ummi Khalsom Bahok, an assistant credit officer, 
as she prepared to fly to Syria allegedly to marry 
fellow Malaysian Muhd Aqid Heusen, an ISIS 
fighter, who was reportedly later killed. Bahok 
faces terror charges and could be imprisoned for 
life if found guilty.

Arrests of women in Southeast Asia attempting 
to leave their home countries to work for ISIS 
began in April 2014 with a pair of Malaysian 
women. Police reported more arrests in Malaysia 
in August, October and early December that year 
when authorities stopped four Indonesian women in 
Kuala Lumpur and prevented them from traveling 
to Syria. Similar reports have surfaced in Indonesia 
and the Philippines, and the trend continued well 
into 2015. 

T
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Meanwhile, some female Southeast 
Asian recruits reached their destinations 
with or without a promise of marriage. 
Malaysian intelligence officials reported 
in August 2014 that a trio of Malaysian 
women went to Syria to participate in 
“sexual jihad,” a term used to describe the 
practice of providing sex to male jihadist 
fighters.

“ISIS has attracted women to take part 
in jihad in Syria and Iraq,” Al Chaider, 
a faculty member at the University of 
Malikussaleh in Indonesia, said in an 
interview with FORUM. “Women in 
the jihadist-movement organizations in 
Indonesia have accepted jihad as a way of 
life, so they will do anything to support 
their spouse to engage in jihad everywhere. 
Indonesian women jihadists are eagerly 
supporting the ISIS scheme of jihad, as they 
think this is the only way to enter heaven.”

Such affinities have propelled ISIS’ 
savvy Internet-based recruitment 

drive, said Dr. Jarret Brachman, 
an internationally recognized 
counterterrorism specialist.

“It’s my belief that there is an expansive 
online infrastructure that’s emerged over 
the past decade that has now allowed 
for the rapid translation of Arabic media 
products, both from ISIS and AQ [al-
Qaida], into languages and posted in 
places that are now accessible to SE Asian 
extremist supporters,” Brachman said in an 
interview with FORUM. “Many of these 
supporters are educated, working in jobs 
and informed about the political grievances 
and solutions being advanced by groups 
like ISIS. These are not blind adherents 
but rather individuals who have worked 
through the politics, believe they are 
pursuing their religious duty, and making 
the choice to support these movements, 
either by posting support photos, donating 
money to ISIS or buying a plane ticket and 
traveling there directly.”   

A Yazidi girl who fled her home when Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) militants attacked the 
town of Sinjar, Iraq, waits inside a partially completed building where she lives outside Dohuk, in 
autonomous Kurdistan. A recent ISIS pamphlet tells its fighters it is “permissible to have intercourse 
with the female slave who hasn’t reached puberty if she is fit for intercourse.”  AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Veiled women walk past a billboard in the 
northern province of Ar-Raqqah, Syria, 
that urges women to wear a hijab. Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria fighters have not 
only imposed restrictions on women but 
committed atrocities against them.  REUTERS
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REACHING OUT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
Specific recruitment of Southeast Asian 
women by Middle Eastern extremists is part 
of a larger effort, analysts believe, based 
on mounting evidence that ISIS has been 
seeking out countries such as Malaysia 
and Indonesia for new recruits to fulfill 
specialized personnel needs. Malaysian police 
have arrested several suspected recruiters, 
sympathizers, fund collectors and technical 
specialists. Malaysia has emerged as a transit 
center and training ground for radical 
militant groups. 

Significantly, these suspected jihadis, 
including women, are educated, reasonably 
well off and employed in respectable 
professions. Among suspected male recruits, 
the Indonesian police have arrested, for 
example, engineer Mohamad Yusoffe, 26; 
architect Mohd Syafrein Rasid, 26; and 
trader Mohd Rosmadi Che Daud, 42, on 
charges of supporting ISIS.  

In July 2014, Indonesian authorities 
reported that 60 of their citizens had 

traveled to the Middle East for jihadist 
activities. By December 2014, their 
estimate had risen to 514. “There are more 
Indonesians who are likely to want to go 
and to be able to get there than there have 
been before,” Sidney Jones, director of the 
Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict in 
Jakarta, said in a September 2014 interview 
with Australian TV.

Jones said that the number of Indonesians 
known to have traveled to Afghanistan 
during 10 years of conflict there was fewer 
than 300, while as many as that have left to 
join ISIS in less than a year. She added that 
“it does raise the prospect that many more 
people could go.” 

LOCALIZED RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN 
In studying the situation, Brachman has 
found that efforts by ISIS and its affiliates 
to lure recruits and sympathizers in regional 
languages have been taking effect. While 
national police forces have thwarted the 
migration of several recent recruits, these 

LEFT:  An Iraqi resident fights alongside tribal fighters against the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria in Ramadi 
in May 2014.  RIGHT:  A female protester holds a placard denouncing ISIS. An August 2014 intelligence 
report revealed Malaysian women may be offering themselves as comfort women to ISIS fighters.

REUTERS

REUTERS
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victories are dampened by an appeal for ISIS among 
some Southeast Asian Muslims that has yet to be foiled. 

“It seems to me that with Indonesia and Malaysia, 
you’ve got both families and individuals migrating out of 
a sense of religious duty to live under what they regard as 
true Islamic governance (the hijrah justification) as well 
as radicalized young men getting spun up by propaganda 
to go join and fight (the violent jihad rationale),” said 
Brachman. “And then you’ve got women going for 
both the comfort sexual jihad as well as to ‘join up.’ 
The increasing numbers as of late seem to suggest the 
enticement of life with ISIS has not been adequately 
dispelled in either country, begging the question of what 
continues to draw these individuals to the fight.” 

He added that his review of online forums shows 
that there remains a persistent effort among global 
jihadi media to push translated ISIS material into 
languages accessible to Southeast Asia. 

“You’ve got Sharia4Indonesia posting and reposting 
ISIS material on their homepage, Facebook page 
and Twitter feed,” said Brachman. “Then you’ve got 
independent websites making all this material accessible 
with commentary.”

Brachman explained that this kind of ongoing 
cross-channel penetration of pro-ISIS material into 
Bahasa Indonesian and other languages accessible to the 
Southeast Asian population makes ISIS a far more real 
and enticing Islamic group to support or join.  

He explained that ISIS’ efforts in the region, along 
with its successes, are moving into a more advanced 
phase. “We’ve been seeing the outpouring of online 
support that Southeast Asian supporters have given ISIS 
from the ‘We are ISIS’ meme postings,” he said. “But 
now we are really seeing the physical world response in 
terms of a continuous flow of individuals to Syria/Iraq.” 

FILLING A VOID IN SOUTHEAST ASIA?
Reflecting on the growing appeal of ISIS in Indonesia, 
Al Chaider, whose research includes Islamic radicalism, 
terrorism and Islamic fundamentalism, suggested that the 
demise of Indonesia’s own historical jihadi movements is 
contributing to the trend. “The collapse of Indonesian 
jihad ABB [Abubakar Ba’asyir] charismatic leadership has 
created a vacuum of leadership situations that will open 
up opportunities for young leaders who had long been 
dreaming of knitting integration of Muslims in politics. 
Among young leaders of radical Islam in this country, 
only a few remain. Religious leaders with management 
capabilities of modern movement that might come up are 
Ustad Irfan S. Awwas and Ustadz Abdurrahim Ba’asyir 
or best known as Ustadz Iim. Other young leaders 
are deemed not to have sufficient capacity for Islamic 
political vision.”

UNRAVELING ISIS’ APPEAL TO WOMEN
Why extremist women would join or help the ISIS 
fighters despite rising evidence of the group committing 

atrocities on females remains puzzling. These crimes 
against women include rape, sexual enslavement, 
forcible marriage to terrorists and coercion to undergo 
genital mutilation, which can cause grievous harm, both 
mentally and physically. In a recent instance of extreme 
brutality, ISIS militants reportedly beheaded at least 
150 women, some of whom were pregnant, in Iraq for 
refusing to marry ISIS members.

Reflecting on involvement of women as terrorists, 
the authors of a November 2013 report by the 
Centre on Global Counterterrorism Cooperation, 
"Strengthening Community Resilience Against 
Violence and Extremism: The Roles of Women in 
South Asia," state, “Women’s participation in terrorism 
and violent extremism may be a deliberate choice 
shaped by their personal convictions and experiences. 
Rather than preventing family members from engaging 
in violence, they may push children and family 
members to aspire to martyrdom and support terrorist 
organizations through such activities as propaganda, 
recruitment and fundraising and other forms of 
support. Like their male counterparts, women can also 
be drawn to participate in terrorism to avenge a sense of 
personal or familial dishonor.”

Speaking to FORUM, Dina Nath Saran Shrivastava, 
security expert and a former senior Indian investigative 
and intelligence officer, said, “Women are known to 
closely involve themselves with rebel and extremist 
movements anywhere in the world, whether it is the 
Maoists in India, right wing Hindutva women activists 
involved in violent attacks, Chechen rebel groups, 
LTTE [Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam] suicide 
bombers in Sri Lanka, one of whom killed former 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, and now ISIS. 
Like men, women are also prone to multiple influences, 
though it is also a fact that female rebels often end 
up being victims. They face threats not only from 
security personnel and rival factions but also their male 
counterparts who often exploit them. At the same time, 
there are also instances of camaraderie and support.”

DIFFERENT THAN THE TALIBAN
According to Shrivastava, the profiles of individuals, 
whether men or women, arrested in Southeast Asia are 
unlike the heavily indoctrinated jihadi terrorists and 
suicide bombers linked to the Taliban and al-Qaida 
known to orchestrate attacks in India, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, including the recent slaughter of children 
at an Army school in Peshawar. “These terrorists are 
products of exclusive training camps, safe havens and 
madrassas that pepper Afghanistan and Pakistan and 
are operated by rebel groups and ideologues such as 
Masood Azar or Hafiz Saeed. An example, suicide 
bomber Ajmal Kasab, one of the perpetrators of the 
26/11 attack in Mumbai who was caught alive, was 
deliberately cut off from mainstream existences and 
influence.”  o
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Garuda commandos demonstrate 
tactical capabilities at the Centre 
for Counter Terrorism in Bangalore, 
India, in June 2014. AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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DR. NAMRATA GOSWAMI

I N S I G H T S  F R O M  I N D I A

V iolent extremist groups 
share a worldview 
of creating internal 
disorder. Such chaos 
serves to question the 

legitimacy of states and their monopoly 
on organized violence. Once these 
conditions manifest, the populations 
with violent extremists groups are left 
exposed and willing to stake support to 
whoever can provide physical security 
— whether they are state or nonstate 
actors. Societies suffering from violent 
extremism are particularly stressed and 
suffer from lack of trust — wary to rely 
on anyone — even a state actor who is 
otherwise benign. This makes the task 
of combating violent extremism (CVE) 
extremely difficult, if not impossible. 

Several reasons contribute to certain 
population groups being prone to 
violent extremism. Political ideology 
can be one of the driving factors, in 
which the belief system of a particular 
ethnic/religious/class/caste group 
clashes with that of the state. Other 
related causes have roots in the inability 
of suboptimal social conditions to 
meet the expectations that members of 
an affected population base cultivate, 
merely by being citizens of a state. 
The ethnic conflicts in Northeast 
India and Burma represent an example 
from South Asia. In these cases, violent 
conflicts exist as an expression of 

frustration against underdevelopment 
and economic backwardness in 
comparison to more prosperous regions 
of the respective countries. 

Violent extremists groups generally 
form and evolve into various types. 
Three prominent types include 
unorganized groups who engage in 
activities such as spontaneous riots, 
terrorist groups who indulge in 
“costly signaling” of political intent by 
targeting civilians to broadcast their 
presence across borders, and insurgent 
groups who are highly organized and 
territorially determined. 

Most violent extremists groups aim 
to persuade, coerce and intimidate the 
population to support their group’s 
political causes. In the short term, the 
extremist groups aim to politically 
undermine the state’s legitimacy, 
promote disorder and establish control 
over the population. Extremist groups 
operationalize this by managing parallel 
governments, visibly broadcasting the 
group’s presence and threatening the 
population with dire consequences 
if support is not procured. In regular 
warfare, the adversary is clearly 
identified with focus on the military 
and a clear division established 
between the enemy combatants and 
noncombatants. In CVE, establishing 
such a clear division is often not 
realistically possible.

VIOLENT EXTREMISM
COUNTERING
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 CVE is possible if states can implement an 
integrated plan that encompasses these nine key factors.

1. PRIMACY OF POLITICS: Most extremist 
groups advocate a political goal, be it regime 
change, policy change, territorial change or 
population control. While the tactical and/or 
operational aspect of CVE should necessarily 
involve the military, this is not sufficient to root 
out extremism from a society. Most examples from 
South Asia — including the Maoists in Nepal, 
the ethnic conflicts in India and Burma, the leftist 
insurgency in India, and the terrorist groups in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan — espouse political 
goals that have some resonance in the society that 
they claim to be representing. Hence, CVE has to 
be guided by a political end state. 

2. POPULATION: As two of the foremost 
thinkers on war, Chinese strategist and 
philosopher Sun Tzu and French military 
scholar David Galula point out the key to a 
state’s capability to combat violence is popular 
support. State forces must realize early on that 
CVE is a people-centric operation. There are 
three clear ways of gaining the support: day-to-
day contacts with the population, organizing 
collective work and providing security to the 
population. Gathering information on the three 
critical types of populations is vital in violence-
affected areas. The key populations include a 
minority support base for extremism, a passive 
neutral majority and a minority who is against 
extremism, according Galula’s prophetic book, 
Counterinsurgency Warfare Theory and Practice, 
first published in 1964. Those CVE must be 
sensitive and strategic enough to enable the 
silent minority who are against extremism to 
form a link with the neutral majority. This is 
only possible when the structural conditions 
are secure and safe enough for this minority to 
collaborate with counterforces. 

3. COUNTERPROPAGANDA: The objective 
of violent extremist groups is to gain control of 
the population. They achieve this by propagating 
extremists groups’ political causes, promising 
a better life, better political empowerment, 
better economic status and better security when 
they become the providers of basic needs to the 
population. Propaganda is easy for the extremists 
because they do not have the responsibility to 
deliver anything promised now. Everything 
promised is meant to be delivered in the distant 
future. The state actors have to expose these 
aspects to the population and also deliver on 
basic needs in real time.

Indian Soldiers stand guard at a checkpoint outside Hyderabad 
House in New Delhi in January 2015.  REUTERS

India’s Central Reserve Police Force personnel patrol a road in 
front of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address in Srinagar in 
December 2014.  REUTERS
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4. RESOLUTE LEADERSHIP: According to Sun 
Tzu, credited with penning The Art of War treatise, 
a key aspect of warfare is the commander. In CVE, 
those in charge must possess a clear conceptual 
broad-based understanding of the mission. This 
includes a thoughtful understanding of the nature 
of the problem. The intent of the mission has to 
be stated to the different agencies involved with 
singular purpose. Leadership has to be shown at 
all levels and across agencies in order to take the 
initiative. 

5. INTELLIGENCE: Many classical thinkers 
on strategy, including Hindu statesman and 
philosopher Kautilya, Sun Tzu, Athenian general 
Thucydides and Prussian general Carl von 
Clausewitz, emphasized the superior role played by 
good intelligence. Intelligence must be collected 
on extremists’ strengths and vulnerabilities, safe 
havens, recruits and intelligence networks. In 
addition to concentrating on the geographical bases 
of the extremist groups, counterterrorism efforts 
should collect intelligence on Internet activities 
that comprise the virtual base of extremism. 
Agents should gather and analyze everything 
from ideological propaganda and extremist 
violence manuals to financial transfers to identities 
of recruits. Achieving these goals calls for an 
intelligence architecture that includes developed 
capabilities and superior capacities to fight CVE 
and to identify and address the root causes. 

6. UNITY OF EFFORT: Without a unified 
effort by different agencies of the state to CVE, 
the results are bound to be mediocre. Unity of 
effort can be achieved via a single command and 
coordination center. The British command and 
coordination structure that existed in 1948 in 
Malaya proved inadequate in the beginning of the 
Malayan Communist insurgency because of the 
absence of a “unity of effort.” The establishment 
of a director of operations in 1950 by British 
Indian Army Lt. Gen. Sir Harold Briggs fostered 
coordination under a newly established federal war 
council. 

7. APPROPRIATE “MILITARY” FORCE 
STRUCTURES: Galula challenged Mao Tse 
Tung’s dictum that to fight a guerrilla, one has 
to behave like a guerrilla. Mao had argued that 
state actors should replicate the insurgent modes 
and strategy to win. Galula found this perspective 
erroneous because it did not play to the strength 
of the counterinsurgent — including visible 
force presence, bigger deployments, available 
resources, special counterinsurgency forces and 
civilian infrastructures. He argued that insurgent 

warfare is designed to address the weakness of 
the insurgency: lack of resources, lack of recruits 
and lack of base areas. Thus, counterinsurgency 
warfare should be designed to take advantage 
of the strength of the counterinsurgency actors. 
The strength of the state force structure is 
that it has enough manpower and resources to 
conduct people-centric operations with the aim 
to neutralize extremist groups and create a secure 
environment for the people. Most importantly, 
force structures should be organized to operate 
within the concept of minimum use of force. 

8. RULE OF LAW: State forces CVE are bound to 
operate within the rule of law. The operation has 
to enjoy the legal mandate, and its conduct must 
meet the highest legal standards. Operating under 
law brings about the necessary limitation that 
acts as a deterrent against disproportionate use of 
force, which in turn alienates the population. The 
terms of employment for the armed forces must 
be clearly worked out before troop deployment 
and must form part of the overall policy directives. 

9. OPERATIONAL CLARITY: Violent extremism 
is a multifaceted phenomenon that requires four 
important operational clarities to deal with it. 
First, diagnosis of the problem has to be clear. 
Second, operations must be conducted within the 
ethos of adaptability and flexibility. The tendency 
to stick to a standard operating procedure could 
prove problematic on the ground. This requires 
initiatives from local leaders and lower level 
commanders providing objective inputs on ground 
realities. Third, for operational clarity with specific 
regard to the armed forces, including the police 
and the paramilitary, each force must be clear 
about its tasks allocation and where an interagency 
approach is required. This should cover aspects 
of training, intelligence generation and sharing, 
induction and recruitment, force structures, etc. 
Finally, state forces must remember that these 
operations are aimed at securing populations.  o

“There is no instance 
of a country having 
benefited from 
prolonged warfare.”

~ Sun Tzu, Chinese military strategist and 
author of the treatise, The Art of War
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Japanese military 
personnel stand guard 
in the rubble of a 
village destroyed by the 
devastating earthquake 
and tsunami on March 
15, 2011, in Japan.

GETTY IMAGES
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On the afternoon of March 
11, 2011, a 9.0-magnitude 
earthquake struck the eastern 
part of Japan, bringing with 
it a more than 15-meter-high 
tsunami and causing serious 

damage beyond imagination. The rest of the world 
quickly responded to the disaster and provided 
Japan with tremendous support. 

It was the largest amount of international 
humanitarian assistance ever given to Japan. More 
than four years have passed since the disaster, 
but the Japanese people remember the warm and 
encouraging relief from all over the world. At the 
same time, the extraordinary support by foreign 
entities, including foreign armed forces, had critical 
diplomatic and security implications for the island 
nation amid the turmoil of the East Asia security 
environment. However, the support by many 
foreign countries and international organizations 
(IOs) revealed Japan’s strategic depth, based on the 
global/regional friendship, partnership and Japan-
U.S. alliance.

Japan has established one of the most advanced 
disaster-resilient societies in the world. However, 
the earthquake and tsunami — known as 3.11 

for the date when they occurred — proved that 
receiving international assistance is inevitable, even 
in Japan in the case of a megadisaster. Japan should 
review the lessons and implications from the 3.11 
response and prepare for receiving international 
assistance in future megadisasters. Moreover, it 
could prove invaluable for Japan, as one of the 
most developed countries in the world, to share its 
experience receiving international assistance with 
other developed countries that also do not imagine 
one day being recipients of assistance from abroad. 

This article first gives an overview of the 
international assistance and the realities in 
receiving assistance. Then it explains key lessons 
and how Japanese society reflected upon these 
lessons in the years since the disaster. Next, 
backgrounds of the mixed reflection of lessons are 
considered. Last, the article explores the challenges 
ahead in Japanese society.

OVERVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE AFTER 3.11
After 3.11, a lot of foreign governments and IOs 
supported Japan with human contributions, relief 
materials and donations. In terms of the human 
contributions, 24 countries and four IOs sent search 

1.
AFP/GETTY IMAGES



39APD FORUMFORUM

and rescue teams, medical teams and other experts 
to Japan. Huge amounts of relief materials were 
provided by 60 countries and five IOs. Moreover, 
95 countries and one IO donated funds for affected 
people. At the same time, many nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs), private companies and 
individuals provided various kinds of support for 
affected people. 

Foreign militaries — U.S. forces, the Australian 
Defense Forces (ADF), the Republic of Korea 
Armed Forces, the Royal Thai Armed Forces, 
the Israel Defense Forces and the French Armed 
Forces — provided significant support. U.S. forces 
conducted a large-scale relief operation named 
Operation Tomodachi with 16,000 personnel, 15 
vessels and 140 aircraft. The ADF also immediately 
launched Operation Pacific Assist with its C-17 
military transport aircraft.

When receiving international assistance, 
establishing the flow for reception and distribution 
is essential. Various foreign donors, including 
governments, international organizations, 
militaries, NGOs, private companies and 
individuals, sent assistance, but there was no single 
point of contact for receiving it. Government 
ministries and agencies, Japan Self-Defense Force 

(JSDF), Japan Red Cross Society (JRCS) and 
NGOs coordinated the aid between their foreign 
counterparts and related organizations in the 
affected area. At the same time, some assistance 
from overseas was sent directly to affected 
people. This flow of assistance was rendered in a 
makeshift manner after 3.11. 

REALITIES IN RECEIVING 
INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE
Confusion and friction on receiving international 
assistance were often seen just after the disaster. 
The biggest problem was that most of the 
supplied assistance was difficult to match with the 
demand from affected areas. At the same time, 
many local governments in affected areas were 
not able to function and could not respond to the 
international assistance.

For Japanese society at large, the reaction was 
mixed regarding the reception of international 
assistance. For many in Japan, it was their first 
time receiving large-scale international assistance 
from civilian sector sources such as central/local 
governments and NGOs.

In the chaotic situation after the serious disasters, 
the civilian sector had to deal with another tsunami 

1. Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force troops 
search for missing 
people after a landslide 
on Oshima Island, 
120 kilometers south of 
Tokyo, in October 2013.

2. Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Forces 
scour the rubble of a 
village destroyed by 
the earthquake and 
tsunami on March 15, 
2011, in Japan.

2.
AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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of assistance from abroad. Confusion among the 
ministries and agencies in Tokyo and friction between 
Tokyo and affected areas frequently came to the 
surface regarding international assistance. At the same 
time, some NGOs were used to cooperating with 
foreign NGOs in disaster relief overseas but were not 
familiar with accepting them into Japan.

In the military sector, the JSDF received foreign 
military assistance relatively smoothly. JSDF’s 
primary and longstanding partner, U.S. forces, 
had already established a layered mechanism for 
cooperation and, generally, they worked effectively. 
However, there was some confusion because both 
forces were used to focusing their cooperation in 
combat missions. A disaster relief — in Japan — was 
their first experience. 

LESSONS FROM RECEIVING 
INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE
The civilian sector was generally unprepared 
to receive international assistance. First of all, 
the legal and institutional framework to do so 
was insufficient. At the same time, Japan did not 
have the mechanism to coordinate requests and 
supplies of international assistance. Therefore, 
there were no clear roles, missions and procedures 
in ministries, agencies and local governments 
to coordinate, receive, deliver and integrate 
international assistance. In addition, Japan is one 
of the most proactive donors to disasters overseas; 
the Japanese people were not accustomed to being 
on the receiving end. Moreover, they lacked the 
capability to receive assistance. The coordination 
skill with international actors, knowledge about the 
international standards of humanitarian relief and 
foreign language skills were also insufficient.    

On the other hand, the Japanese forces had 
prepared to receive assistance to some extent. First 
of all, the Japan-U.S. security treaty permitted U.S. 
forces to operate in Japan. In addition, the JSDF 
developed its capability to cooperate with U.S. forces 
through their long history of bilateral exercises. 
That history meant that a lot of personnel in the 
JSDF had experience working alongside U.S. forces 
and had welcomed them as tomodachi, or friend. 
However, because this was the forces’ first experience 
cooperating in disaster relief in Japan, some friction 
existed at the beginning. However, the two militaries’ 
previous working experiences enabled them to 
quickly adjust to cooperate in the new operational 
environment. 

REFLECTING ON LESSONS IN 
JAPANESE SOCIETY
The reflection on lessons learned was clearly 
different between the civilian and military sectors. In 
the civilian sector, the discussion on how to receive 

international assistance remains unfortunately 
inactive. The most critical lesson after 3.11 was to 
enhance the coordination and cooperation among 
domestic relief entities. How to receive international 
assistance effectively has yet to become the focus 
of central and local governments. The Japanese 
military sector, however, is now developing a 
cooperative response with foreign forces in domestic 
disaster relief. For example, the JSDF has already 
had some exercises for domestic disaster relief in 
cooperation with U.S. forces and the ADF. Some 
local governments also welcome the participation 
of U.S. forces in their disaster relief drills. The size 
and number of the U.S. forces’ participation to local 
disaster drills is gradually increasing. 

BACKGROUND OF THE MIXED 
REFLECTION OF LESSONS IN 
JAPANESE SOCIETY 
Japanese society’s mixed recognition of the 
international assistance received by Japan stems 
from its complex social fabric. In the civilian sector, 
some of the people and organizations engaging 
in the humanitarian relief activities realize that 
international assistance is not strongly desirable in 
Japan. They believe Japanese relief entities alone can 
deal with the humanitarian requirements in natural 
disasters. In addition, they feel the cultural familiarity 
between relief entities and the affected people is 
crucial for the smooth management of relief efforts. 
Some of them seem to realize that the international 
assistance might cause duplication, cultural friction 
and additional burden in affected local governments 
and people. 

From the diplomatic perspective, receiving 
international assistance helps enhance relations 
with donor countries. On the flip side, rejecting 
international assistance might cause serious 
misunderstandings and harm bilateral relations. So it 
makes sense to recognize that international assistance 
should be received as much as possible. 

From the military perspective, security 
remains a focus, even in disaster relief. Which 
country’s assistance should be received and how 
it is received effectively has serious implications 
on the security of the host nation. For example, 
effective cooperation with assisting foreign forces 
is translated to the superior interoperability of 
a host nation’s military. Showing such military 
capability can be a strong message for deterrence. 
The turmoil of the security environment in East 
Asia strongly affects Japan’s proactive posture 
to receive and cooperate with allied and partner 
forces. Consequently, the mixed views on receiving 
international assistance among the various 
perspectives such as humanitarian, diplomatic and 
security collocate in Japanese society.
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CHALLENGES AHEAD IN 
JAPANESE SOCIETY
Offers of large amounts of 
international assistance are inevitable 
after megadisasters. Thinking about 
future humanitarian chaos caused by mega 
disasters beyond 3.11, international assistance 
might be also necessary even from a humanitarian 
perspective. At the same time, rejecting all 
assistance is unrealistic for Japan, which heavily 
depends on the alliance, partnership and 
friendship with many countries. Moreover, the 
future of the security environment in East Asia 
will not be an optimistic one, and Japan will need 
concrete security relationships with as many 
countries as possible.

Therefore, Japanese society should look for 
a better solution to receive the international 
assistance effectively. The goal is to shape the 
balanced consideration of three perspectives: 
humanity, diplomacy and security. To accomplish 
this goal, three functions — framework, capability 
and acceptability — should be developed in 
the Japanese society as the basis to receive 
international assistance.

In addition to finding better solutions in 
Japanese society, Japan should publicize its policy 
for receiving international assistance — requests to 
foreign entities, points of contact and procedures 
for receiving assistance. A clear policy will reduce 
Japan’s burden of coordination just after a disaster 
and help foreign donors find the most appropriate 
support.  

Japan remains one of the most developed and 
disaster-resilient countries in the world. However, 
Japan did not prepare for receiving international 
assistance. The 3.11 disaster destroyed Japan’s 
optimism but proved that Japan can be a recipient 
of foreign support. Japan’s experience is a notable 
example for other developed countries that don’t 
imagine they could be recipients of international 
assistance.  o

The contents of this article represent the personal opinions of Col. (Ret.) Nozomu 
Yoshitomi and do not reflect official views and ideas of any organizations. It is a 
revised version of Yoshitomi’s presentation during the International Sociological 
Association World Congress of Sociology in Yokohama, Japan, in July 2014.  

Rescue workers and Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force Soldiers carry volunteers 
while doctors check vital signs during an 
annual disaster drill at Ginza shopping and 
business district in Tokyo in August 2011.

Right: A Japan Self-Defense Force Soldier, 
right, helps a woman evacuate through 
muddy water after a landslide hit a 
residential area in Hiroshima, western 
Japan, on August 20, 2014.

AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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A decade after the deadliest tsunami on 
record wrought destruction across the 
Indian Ocean, creeping complacency 
is undermining a high-tech warning 
system designed to prevent another 
disaster of such shocking magnitude.

In the morning of December 26, 
2004, a 9.1-magnitude earthquake off 
Indonesia’s western coast generated 
a series of massive waves that killed 
more than 220,000 people across 14 
countries as far apart as Indonesia, Sri 
Lanka and Somalia.

Among the victims were thousands 
of foreign tourists — the majority 
enjoying the Christmas period on 
Thailand’s sun-kissed southwest coast 
— spreading the horrors of the disaster 
to homes around the world.

There were no warning systems 
in place, and there was not enough 
time for many people to find higher 
ground as the towering wave hit coastal 
areas. Others simply stared in awe and 

curiosity as the sea at first retreated, 
before rushing back as a wall of 
churning water. 

Now more than 10 years after the 
tsunami, experts warn that the memory 
of that fateful day is fading, taking with 
it the appetite for disaster preparedness.

“When you forget, you don’t prepare,” 
said Margareta Wahlstroem, head of the 
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, who played a leading role 
in organizing the U.N. response and 
recovery efforts a decade ago.

“Disaster amnesia” threatens to 
lower defenses, Wahlstroem said. “You 
relax, and that’s dangerous. ... One of 
the big challenges in reducing disaster-
risk is to keep alive this understanding.”

‘FLYING BLIND’
It took about 20 minutes after the 
quake for the first waves — some more 
than 35 meters high — to hit the coast 
of Aceh, where the vast majority of 

PREPARING 
FOR THE 
NEXT MAJOR 
TSUNAMI
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PHOTOS BY GETTY IMAGES

A fisherman 
prays on the 
beach on 
December 
26, 2014, in 
Banda Aceh, 
Indonesia. 
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Thai rescue squad 
members help an actor 
during the exhibition on 
disaster preparedness 
and response before 
the remembrance 
ceremony “Ten Years 
on: Remembering the 
Indian Ocean Tsunami” 
at the Police Boat T813 
Tsunami Memorial on 
December 26, 2014, in 
Khao Lak, Thailand.
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Indonesia’s 170,000 victims perished. Almost 
two hours passed before the tsunami cut into 
Thailand as well as India and Sri Lanka.

“We were flying blind, without any kind 
of sensors in the Indian Ocean,” Charles 
McCreery, director of the U.S. government’s 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, said at a 
Jakarta, Indonesia, conference.

After “100 years of calm,” there have 
been six quakes of magnitude 7.9 or above in 
the Indian Ocean since 2004 in a period of 
“heightened activity,” according to McCreery.

To prevent avoidable losses again, the 
Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning System — 
spanning the ocean and monitored by hubs 
in Indonesia, Australia and India — began 
operations in 2011. Operators use this 
network of tidal gauges, deep ocean buoys 
and seismic monitors to warn other countries 
in the region of impending tsunamis. Twenty-
four countries around the Indian Ocean 
have also set up their own national warning 
centers. For example, Thailand, which saw 
5,395 people killed by the disaster — half 
of them foreign tourists — operates a 24-
hour monitoring hub, linked by satellite, 
to 129 warning towers in the six tsunami-
hit provinces alone. A giant wave would 
trigger sirens and announcements in several 
languages through the towers and send alerts 
via SMS to a network of officials in order to 
begin evacuations.

On Thailand’s Patong Beach, however, 
in the tourist haven of Phuket, the paint 
is peeling off the orange warning tower 
that looms over hundreds of sunbathing 
holidaymakers. On Khao Lak, a nearby 
coastal resort area flattened by the tsunami, 
the signs urging people to run to higher 
ground have faded. Population density, 
however, continues to increase along coastal 
areas as developers build lucrative but high-
risk, shore-front areas.

SCIENCE AND EDUCATION
While early warning systems are a leap 
forward, they are not enough on their own, 

said professor Kerry Sieh of Nanyang 
Technological University in Singapore. “It 
has to come with education and adequate 
infrastructure,” he said, pointing to the 
importance of measures such as planning 
wider roads for evacuation.

Japan has invested in some of the best 
warning systems and tsunami awareness 
drives, which were tested in 2011, when 
an earthquake triggered a tsunami that 
killed more than 18,000. Sieh said, “The 
preparations the Japanese made were 
enormous and paid off.” Without them, the 
toll would have been much higher.

The new Indian Ocean system was 
touted as a success in 2012 when countries 
at risk were alerted to a potential tsunami 
within 12 minutes of a giant quake off 
Sumatra. There was no tsunami, but text 
alerts, sirens and evacuation drills in Aceh 
and Thailand fell into place.

School education campaigns have 
helped raise awareness among children, 
but adults have complained about drills 
and “are reluctant to educate future 
generations,” said Muhammad Dirhamsyah, 
an official from Aceh’s disaster agency. 

Mathias Mann, laying flowers in 
memory of a German colleague at 
a cemetery for the tsunami dead in 
Thailand’s Phang Nga province, said that 
remembrance was vital. “I think it’s very 
important to remember what happened — 
for safety reasons,” he said. “Most people 
want to forget. I can understand.”  o

Acehnese people sprinkle flower petals at a mass 
grave to commemorate the 10th anniversary of 
the tsunami on December 26, 2014, in Banda 
Aceh, Indonesia.
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New tricks of the trade 
emerge in Asia 

When Afsar Miae left his home near Teknaf in southern Bangladesh to 
look for work in September 2014, he told his mother, “I’ll see you soon.” 
He expected to return that evening but never did.

When he reported for work at a house on the outskirts of Teknaf, a 
man there gave him a drink of water. Soon, Miae’s eyelids sagged, and his 
head started spinning.

When he awoke, it was dark. He had lost all sense of time. Two 
Bangladeshi men then forced him and seven others onto a small boat and 
bound them.

“My hands were tied. My eyes were blindfolded,” said Miae, 20.
The boat sailed through the night until it reached a larger ship moored 

far offshore. Miae was thrown into its dark, crowded hold by armed guards. 
He and his fellow captives survived on scraps of food 
and dirty water, some of them for weeks.

The ship eventually sailed toward Thailand 
where human trafficking gangs hold thousands of 
boat people in brutal jungle camps until relatives 
pay ransoms to secure their release.

Testimonies from Bangladeshi and Rohingya 
survivors provide evidence of a shift in tactics in 
one of Asia’s busiest human trafficking routes. In 
the past, evidence showed most people boarded 
smuggling boats voluntarily. Now, people are 
being abducted or tricked and then taken to larger ships anchored in 
international waters just outside Bangladesh’s maritime boundary.

It’s unclear exactly how many people are being coerced onto the boats. 
Seven men interviewed by Reuters who said they were taken by force 
described being held until the boats filled up with hundreds of people in 
what are effectively floating prisons. Two of the men were taken to trafficking 
camps in Thailand.

human
T R A F F I C K I N G

STORY AND PHOTOS BY REUTERS

A Dhaka painter, 
held captive on a 
ship before being 
abandoned on a 
remote island, cries 
at a government 
shelter in Thailand’s 
Takua Pa district 
of Phang Nga in 
October 2014.
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‘ E AT I N G  L E AV E S ’
The experiences of these men recall the trans-Atlantic slave trade of 
centuries ago. Miae and four other men who were held on the same 
ship as he was described being kept in nearly total darkness and being 
regularly whipped by guards. Two men from another boat said they 
were forced to sit in a squatting position and that the hatch to the hold 
was only opened to remove dead bodies.

Miae and 80 other men were abandoned — starving and 
dehydrated — on a remote island by their captors, who appear to have 
fled for fear their operation had been exposed, according to two local 
Thai officials who were involved in rescuing the men in Phang Nga, 
just north of the popular tourist island of Phuket.

“Their conditions were beyond what a human should have to go 
through,” said Jadsada Thitimuta, an official in Phang Nga. “Some 
were sick and many were like skeletons. They were eating leaves.”

More than 130 suspected trafficking victims, mostly Bangladeshis 
but also stateless Rohingya Muslims from western Burma, had been 
found in Phang Nga by October 2014, according to Thailand’s 
Ministry of Social Development and Human Security. Prayoon 
Rattanasenee, the acting governor of Phang Nga province, said that 
interviews conducted by police, rights groups and his own people 
revealed that the victims were “brought by force. Many were drugged, 
but we don’t know the exact number,” he said.

uspected 
victims of human 
trafficking pray 
at a government 
shelter in 
Thailand’s Takua 
Pa district of 
Phang Nga in 
October 2014.

s
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Evidence indicates that many of the boats appear to be from Thailand. The 
abducted men recalled ships with either Thai flags or Thai-speaking crews. 
In June 2014, six people were killed, and dozens injured when a mutiny broke 
out in Bangladeshi waters on what the Bangladesh Coast Guard described as a 
“Thai trawler” trafficking hundreds of men to Thailand.

The Bangladesh Coast Guard said the agency was aware of trafficking 
ships lurking just outside Bangladesh’s territorial waters. Intercepting them 
wasn’t easy, said Lt. Cmdr. M. Ashiqe Mahmud.

“At night, they enter our waters, take the people and again cross the 
boundary,” he said. “It is very difficult to identify those ships at sea.”

Ashiqe said the Coast Guard was intercepting smaller boats that were 
leaving Bangladeshi shores with people to feed the larger ships. A report in 
August 2014 by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees said 
that in the first half of 2014, Bangladeshi authorities reportedly arrested “over 
700 people [including smugglers and crew] attempting to depart irregularly 
by sea from Bangladesh.”

The Royal Thai Navy, which patrols the coastline with the Marine Police 
Division, also said it was aware people were being held captive on ships off its 
coast. “The truth is they use fishing boats to transport people, and the bottom 
of the boat becomes like a room to put the people [in], but it seems like a 
commercial fishing boat,” said Royal Thai Navy spokesman Rear Adm. Kan 
Deeubol.

The ship on which Miae was held set sail with its human cargo for Thai 
waters four days after he was taken aboard. Others say they spent up to six 
weeks in the hold of the ship anchored in the Bay of Bengal. Fourteen armed 
guards were aboard, said Miae.

The men were forced to squat for much 
of their journey and sometimes had their 
hands and feet bound with rope or cloth. 
The guards routinely beat them with sticks 
or whipped them with rubber fan belts.

Food was a handful of rice a day or 
nothing at all. What little drinking water 
they received was contaminated with sea 
water. “We tasted it in our hands and it was 
salty,” said Muhammed Ariful Islam, 22, a 
Bangladeshi fruit vendor who was on the 
same boat as Miae.

A  N E W  W E A P O N
Miae, who left behind his wife and three 
children, said he was kidnapped. “I never 
thought I would leave Bangladesh,” he said, 
sitting in a government shelter in Phang Nga.

That’s a change. In the past, many impoverished Rohingya Muslims from 
Burma and Bangladesh voluntarily boarded small, local fishing boats heading across 
the Bay of Bengal in the hope of reaching Muslim-majority Malaysia where they 
could find work. Smuggling, done initially with the consent of those involved, 
differs from trafficking, which involves entrapment, coercion and deceit.

Thai authorities say the existence of the boats in which people are being 
held against their will is a response to the more strenuous efforts they are 
making to combat trafficking. Police operations have led to the rescue of 
at least 200 to 300 trafficking victims from early to mid-2014, said Police 
Maj. Gen. Thatchai Pitaneelaboot, who is in charge of countertrafficking 
operations for immigration police in southern Thailand.

“The traffickers have become more sophisticated and cautious, partly because 
of the Thai government policy to crack down,” he said.

Individuals who likely 
escaped human 
traffickers gather at 
a government shelter 
in Thailand’s Takua 
Pa district.
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The country’s military government said it is 
strengthening cooperation with neighboring Malaysia and 
has registered more than 1 million illegal migrant workers 
to prevent them from falling prey to traffickers. “That’s a big 
step,” said Sek Wannamethee, a spokesman for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

Human rights groups say the use of force is growing 
because trafficking has become increasingly lucrative, 
not because of any new measures taken by Thailand. 
Competition between an increasing number of smugglers 
explains why they are resorting to kidnapping, said Chris 
Lewa of the Arakan Project, a Rohingya advocacy group. 
“There are always five to eight boats waiting in the Bay of 
Bengal, and the brokers are desperate to fill them.”

Matthew Smith, executive director of Fortify Rights, 
an organization that documents human rights violations 
in Southeast Asia, said the size of the ships being used 
by traffickers has increased because business is thriving 
and the trafficking rings are able to operate largely with 
impunity.

T H A I L A N D ’ S  R O L E
A series of Reuters investigations in 2013 revealed 
the complicity of some Thai authorities in smuggling 
Rohingya and in deporting them into the hands of human 
traffickers.

Thailand was downgraded in June 2014 to the lowest 
category in the U.S. State Department’s annual ranking of 
the world’s worst human trafficking centers, putting it in 
the same category as North Korea and the Central African 
Republic. The same month, the Thai military vowed to 
“prevent and suppress human trafficking,” after having seized 
power from an elected government on May 22.

Five months later, jungle camps were still holding 
thousands of people in remote hills near the border with 
Malaysia, according to testimonies from two escapees and a 
human smuggler.

The men and women aboard the prison ships who 
reach Thailand are sold for U.S. $200 each to trafficking 
gangs, according to one of two Rohingya men who 
escaped from the trafficking camps.

“The camps are running very smoothly,” the human 
smuggler, based in southern Thailand, said.

The smuggler, a longtime Rohingya resident of 
Thailand who spoke on condition of anonymity, estimated 
up to eight large camps hold 2,000 to 3,000 people at any 
one time.

The two men who escaped described the brutality 
in the camps. One said he witnessed camp guards gang-
raping a woman.

Police Maj. Gen. Thatchai describes a vast and complex 
trafficking network in which Bangladeshis and Rohingya 
kidnap and trade their own people with the help of 
nationals from Thailand, Burma, Malaysia and Pakistan. “It’s 
transnational crime,” Thatchai said.

The U.N. refugee agency confirmed the existence 
of “bigger fishing or cargo vessels” that carry up to 700 

passengers across the Bay of Bengal to Thailand — a five- 
or six-day journey.

The fourth quarter of the year is rush hour for smugglers 
and traffickers. October marks the start of the four-month 
“sailing season,” the busiest time for smuggling and 
trafficking ships plying the Bay of Bengal.

The Thai Navy’s Kan said most of the boats and crews 
were from Thailand and that patrols against traffickers had 
been increased in the country’s territorial waters. However, 
Kan said, the bigger boats were operating beyond Thailand’s 
maritime boundaries, in international waters, and so the 
Navy couldn’t move against them.

W H O S E  J U R I S D I C T I O N ?
Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS), to which Thailand is a signatory, 
each nation “shall take effective measures to prevent and 
punish the transport of slaves in ships authorized to fly 
its flag.” The Navy didn’t respond to queries about why 
it wasn’t acting against trafficking ships carrying the Thai 
flag outside its territorial waters.

Robert Beckman, director of the Centre for 
International Law at the National University of 
Singapore, said the Thai Navy would have jurisdiction 
over a ship flying a Thai flag in international waters. 
Under UNCLOS, it had a right, not an obligation, to act 
against someone suspected of engaging in the slave trade, 
he said. The “uncertain state of the law on these matters,” 
Beckman added, meant that navies and coast guards were 
“usually very reluctant to arrest persons outside their 
territorial waters, especially if they are on ships flying the 
flag of another state.”

Interviews with two Rohingya, who in early October 
2014 escaped from a Thai trafficking camp, corroborate the 
testimonies of the Phang Nga victims. They also suggest 
the slave ships have been operating for some time.

Mohamad Nobir Noor, 27, said he was living in 
an impoverished Rohingya settlement in Bangladesh, 
near the border with Burma, when he was taken. One 
September evening in 2013, men with knives and sticks 
forced him onto a small boat that sailed all night to reach 
a larger vessel moored at sea.

It would eventually hold 550 people, Noor estimated.
They were guarded by 11 men with guns, he said. 

Most were Thai speakers but one was Rakhine, the 
majority Buddhist ethnic group in Rakhine State, where 
communal violence since 2012 has killed hundreds and 
left 140,000 homeless, most of them Rohingya.

About 30 of those being held were women. “There 
was one woman who was very beautiful,” said Noor. “The 
guards took her upstairs. When she came back, she was 
crying and her clothes were wet. She didn’t say anything.”

Drinking water was so scarce that Noor said he drank 
his own urine to survive. When someone died, a small 
group of men was permitted to carry the body up on deck. 
A quick prayer was said, and then the bodies were thrown 
into the water. “For the sharks,” Noor said.
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E S C A P E  A N D  M U T I N Y
Once, Noor tried to escape by jumping overboard 
during a trip to the toilet. The guards dragged him 
back in and gave him electric shocks with wires 
attached to the ship’s generator, he said.

Usually most passengers were too physically weak 
or terrified to confront the guards. On at least one 
occasion, however, desperation trumped fear. On 
the morning of June 11, 2014, the Bangladesh Coast 
Guard arrived off the coast of St. Martin’s Island, in 
Bangladesh waters, to record the bloody aftermath of a 
high-seas firefight that followed a mutiny aboard a Thai 
trafficking ship. Desperate for food and water, passengers 
had overwhelmed the crew when another trafficking 
ship quickly arrived and its crew opened fire on the 
mutineers, said Lt. Cmdr. Mahmud of the Bangladesh 
Coast Guard.

Six people were killed and 30 sustained bullet injuries. 
Among the injured were “two Thai crew members and 
one Myanmar (Burmese) human trafficker,” according to 
a Bangladesh Coast Guard statement.

A record 40,000 Rohingya passed through the 
Thai camps in 2013, according to Lewa of the Arakan 
Project. They are held captive until relatives pay the 
ransom to traffickers to release them over the border 
in Malaysia, she said.

By early 2014, not just Rohingya but other 

nationalities were 
also ending up in the 
trafficking camps. 
In a series of raids 
in 2014, Thai police 
found hundreds of 
Bangladeshis, as well as Uighur Muslims from China’s 
restive northwestern province of Xinjiang.

The camps were also the likely destination of 
the Bangladeshis rescued in Phang Nga before 
something went wrong.

They were brought ashore at the remote island 
in Phang Nga under cover of darkness. Phang Nga 
official Jadsada said he believed they were about to be 
transferred by road to another location, but a tip to 
authorities compelled their captors to flee.

Local officials have yet to account for another 
190 passengers they believe came on the same boat 
as Miae and Islam from Bangladesh via the Bay of 
Bengal. Jadsada said they might already be trapped in 
trafficking camps.

As long as human trafficking remains lucrative and 
camps continue to grow, law enforcement officials 
will need to step up anti-trafficking efforts to match 
increasingly sophisticated tactics of these organized 
criminals and take steps to stem corrupt practices by 
complicit officials as well.  

Bangladesh man, second 
from right, held captive on 
a ship, prays with other 
human trafficking victims 
at a Phang Nga, Thailand, 
shelter in October 2014.A
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Lt. Gen. Chun In Bum, commander of the Republic of 
Korea Special Warfare Command, shares his thoughts 
on the strength of the ROK-U.S. alliance and why 
ROK, U.S. and international special operations forces 
must remain ready to defend against North Korea.

LT. GEN. CHUN IN BUM, the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) Special 
Warfare commander since November 
2013, is a graduate of the Korean 
Military Academy and the U.S. Army 
War College and holds a doctorate in 
political science. He has served at all 
levels of command, deployed to Iraq 
as part of the Multi-National Force-
Iraq command staff, and served as the 
deputy chief of staff of the ROK-U.S. 
Combined Forces Command (CFC) 
with duty as the senior member of the United Nations Command 
Military Armistice Commission.  

He is best known for his heroic actions in 1983 while serving as 
the aide to Gen. Lee Ki Baek, chairman of the ROK Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. During an official state visit to Burma, three North Korean 
army officers attempted to assassinate the fifth president of South 
Korea. Gen. Lee, who lay buried in the rubble of what became known 
as the Rangoon Bombing, was rescued and pulled to safety by his aide, 
then-1st Lt. Chun In Bum. 

In January 2015, Lt. Gen. Chun spoke about the importance 
of increasing capability of the ROK Special Forces, deterring and 
defending against the North Korean asymmetrical threat, and 
expanding training and partnership with the U.S. and United Nations 
Sending States (UNSS) special operations forces (SOF). He seeks 
to modernize communications equipment and resource equipment 
shortages. He strongly advocates for resourcing and implementing 
training programs that will train ROK special operations units 
on the specialized joint-combined capabilities vital to improving 
interoperability with U.S. and international SOF partners, increasing 
combined SOF capacity and strengthening the ROK military forces 
who stand ready to defend the Korean people. 

QUESTION & ANSWER

REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND U.S. SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS STRENGTHEN CAPABILITIES
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LT. COL. CHRISTINE NELSON-CHUNG/SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND KOREA/PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER

Lt. Gen. Chun In Bum and Brig. Gen. E. John 
Deedrick Jr., Commander, Special Operations 
Command-Korea, consult during Exercise 
Ulchi Freedom Guardian 2014.
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Provide a brief description of your last three military 
assignments and identify the most valuable lesson/
insight gained during each assignment.

Lt. Gen. Chun: Before being assigned as the 
commander of the ROK SWC [Special Warfare 
Command], I was an infantry division commander, 
the deputy assistant chief of staff for operations 
to the ROK-U.S. Combined Forces Command 
(ROK-U.S. CFC) and the deputy chief of staff 
of the ROK-U.S. CFC with the additional duty 
of serving as the senior member of the United 
Nations Command (Korea) Military Armistice 
Commission [UNCMAC]. The UNC was 
established in 1950 during the Korean War, 
and the MAC oversees the UNC portion of the 
armistice. The senior member of the UNCMAC is 
a Korean two-star general officer who is supported 
by a combined staff of U.S., Korean and other 
U.N. sending state officers and noncommissioned 
officers. The ROK-U.S. CFC was established in 
1978 to defend the ROK against North Korean 
aggression. The commander of the ROK CFC 
is a U.S. four-star general officer; his deputy is a 
ROK four-star general and his closest partner in 
his mission to defend Korea and sustain regional 
peace. The CFC is a combined command of U.S. 
and ROK personnel and members from the UNSS. 
The operations division is headed by a U.S. two-
star general and his deputy is a Korean two-star 
general. I served in this post as the bridge between 
the ROK and U.S. leaders. As the senior member 
of the UNCMAC, my duties expanded to working 
with the 16 members of the UNSS.   

It goes without saying that cooperation and 
collaboration are key to working in an environment 
comprised of such a multitude of nations. The 
various countries are bonded by a common mission 
and the basic, honorable values held by Soldiers 
of most nations. The challenges are obvious. The 
lesson that I feel is worth sharing is nothing new: 
Mutual respect and honesty are the foundations 
for such a command to be effective. My advice is to 
have the moral courage to do the right thing and 
choose what is good. 

Explain your current duty position and your roles and 
duties within the ROK military and with the U.S military.

Lt. Gen. Chun: As the Commander, ROK Special 
Warfare Command, my mission is to conduct 

special operations in support of the theater 
commander. During armistice, the theater 
commander is the ROK chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and in wartime, the theater 
commander is the U.S. commander of the ROK-
U.S. CFC. My job is to be ready to fight tonight 
and win if hostilities break out. 

Briefly explain the mission and the relationship among 
the ROK special operations forces.

Lt. Gen. Chun: To conduct my wartime mission, 
I am responsible for establishing the Combined 
Unconventional Warfare Task Force (CUWTF), 
and I will coordinated all ROK special operation 
mission on the Korean theater. The CUWTF is 
a combined command with ROK-U.S. combined 
staff. CUWTF is supported by other U.S. and 
UNSS SOF assets who comprise the U.N. 
Command Special Operations Component.

Explain your vision and top priorities as the commander 
of ROK SWC.

Lt. Gen. Chun: The ROK SWC was established 
in 1969, and I am the 25th commander to date. 
My vision is to make this great unit better and to 
accomplish this goal, I have a professional force 
of dedicated men and women. My first priority is 
equipment upgrades that will support my operators 

During combined-joint special operations training, special 
forces Soldiers, Airmen and Navy SEALs conduct night 
operations at undisclosed location in the Republic of Korea. 
U.S. AIR FORCE/T. SGT. DREYER
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in the field. My second effort is taking care of my 
operators and their families. Third is enhancing my 
combined capability, especially with the U.S. Fourth 
is expanding my capabilities with training on and 
off the Korean Peninsula, and finally, strengthening 
“jointness” within the ROK military is important.

Describe the relationship with Special Operations 
Command Korea (SOCKOR) and the combined ROK-U.S 
SOF partnership.

Lt. Gen. Chun: Our relationship with the U.S. SOF 
community is over 30 years old. SOCKOR, in its 
wartime role as the UNCSOC [United Nations 
Command Special Operations Component], is 
my partner and equal. At the same time, a large 
portion of the SOCKOR staff become the CUWTF 
combined staff and is under my operational control. 
SOCKOR has established permanent liaisons with 
ROK special operations units and the members of 
U.S. Special Operations Forces Detachemnt-39 
have served as liaisons and training mentors to 
ROK SWD for over 30 years. Besides the doctrinal 
relationship, at the foxhole level, our men and 
women train regularly as partners and Soldiers. This 
habitual, enduring relationship is the true strength of 
the “iron” alliance. 

 
Explain the value of combined training with ROK-U.S. SOF.

Lt. Gen. Chun: Challenging combined training is a 
continuous priority between the ROK and U.S. SOF 
in Korea. The full spectrum of special operations 
training is involved. From the ROK perspective, 
we are training with the best in the world. From 
the U.S. perspective, they are training with partners 
who speak the language, know the rugged Korean 
terrain, better understand and can communicate the 
nuances of the people, their customs, their values and 
everything else. This is truly a win-win relationship. 
The greatest value is that the rigor of our training 
provides strong deterrence against a common and 
dangerous opponent. 

How will expanded training opportunities with rotational 
U.S. SOF enhance ROK SOF capabilities?

Lt. Gen. Chun: In Korea, we have a saying, “train like 
you fight, fight like you train.” Rotational American 
special operations forces and assets will triple 
combined training opportunities in Korea. The force-
multiplying effect is probably going to be beyond 
anyone’s estimates. This is why I feel it is a valuable 
investment for our combined future, the best bang for 
the buck. ROK SWC will maximize its participation 

in the future opportunities afforded by rotational U.S. 
SOF training in Korea. I feel U.S. leaders recognize 
the potential in this effort and how it will strengthen 
the capabilities of the Alliance by enhancing 
capabilities for both ROK and U.S. forces. 

Describe the relationship of CUWTF within the CFC 
organization and its mission/purpose.

Lt. Gen. Chun: All the component commanders 
work together in support of the CFC mission and 
the commander’s priorities. CUWTF’s mission and 
purpose is, first and foremost, support the theater 
commander by conducting special operations. 
CUWTF is arguably the CFC commander’s most 
agile and flexible component command. 

Is there value to expanding international SOF training  
in Korea?

Lt. Gen. Chun: As it is right now, we do not have 
enough international SOF training in this region, 
but we are expanding our global SOF relationships 
by working with and deploying to other nations, 
including Indonesia, Turkey, Mongolia, Thailand, 
Philippines and the United Arab Emirates. Even to 
support humanitarian missions, there is not enough 
training at this point. Korea has all four challenging 
seasons, with bitter cold winters, monsoons, 
typhoons and floods, forcing us to prepare for all 
types of weather. Plus our rugged mountainous 
terrain provides a unique aspect for both ground and 
air assets. Finally, as a peninsula, we have a maritime 
training environment that provides the full spectrum 
of opportunities for marine and naval special warfare 
units. This is something that you can’t get enough 
of. But in Korea, we face a real adversary just to 
the north and we are in armistice, which makes the 
training all the more realistic.

What is the North Korean asymmetrical threat? What  
has changed since the arrival of Kim Jong Un as the 
regime leader?

Lt. Gen. Chun: The North Koreans have a large SOF 
and a wide range of missile and launch capabilities 
that can even reach the United States. Japan, as 
well as the Republic of Korea, is within range, as is 
Beijing. The North has a nuclear weapons capability 
as well as a biological-chemical weapons capability. 
The North has a vigorous cyber warfare capability, 
and if this is not enough, they have an unpredictable 
and dangerous young leader. Kim Jong Un is 
aggressive, shrewd and patient. No one should ever 
underestimate this man or the regime that he leads. 

QUESTION & ANSWER
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How is ROK-U.S. SOF prepared to deter/defeat these 
threats?

Lt. Gen. Chun: Please understand that I cannot go 
into details, but we have the best attitude in the 
Alliance. We train as brothers and sisters in arms 
and as partners. I am proud of the professionalism 
of these Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines. 
The U.S. brings state-of-the-art equipment 
and techniques. The ROK forces localize these 
capabilities to the region. Year-round realistic 
training and an unwavering commitment to 
readiness is our answer to any threat.

Is there anything you’d like to add?
Lt. Gen. Chun: Well, I would like to add that in 
the world we live in today, the “butterfly effect” is 
ever evident. Nothing happens anywhere without 
touching all of us. The Pacific region is where the 
future of mankind will excel. We all have a stake 

in what happens anywhere in this region. That is 
why Korea had an engineer battalion to support 
the Philippines in 2014 and why Korea deployed 
search and rescue planes to Indonesia. Korea 
has more than 1,100 men and women as [U.N.] 
peacekeepers around the world.

At the center of these activities is the U.S. 
Pacific Command. The U.S. is the glue that puts 
all of us together. The U.S. has the credibility to 
gather the respect and trust that is fundamental 
to a coalition. Countries like Korea are the 
customers as well as donors who must decide 
whether being a part of these efforts are in their 
best interests. I feel the answer is obvious and 
self-evident. No one can do it alone. We, now as 
the human race and not just a nation, must think 
of the future of the world we live in.  o

Forces from the Republic of Korea Special Warfare Command conduct fast rope rappelling operations from a ROK helicopter during 
a rigorous winter training exercise. These forces maintain readiness and proficiency through challenging unilateral and combined 
joint training exercises in the tough mountainous terrain.
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Lt. Gen. Chun In Bum changed command on April 14, 2015, and has assumed 
duties as the Deputy Commander, First Republic of Korea Army (FROKA).
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ince World War I, air power operations have 
generally comprised a force of coalition partners, 
rather than a unilateral force. Air operations 
during World War II, the Korean and Vietnam 

wars, and through to the current conflict with the so-called 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, attest to the importance 
of the coalition dimension. Command and control of air 
power typically requires coalition integration within an Air 
Operations Center (AOC). The U.S. implemented the first 
modern AOC for Desert Storm. Since then, U.S. air power 
has overwhelmingly been deployed as part of a coalition.

The AOC of the future will be responsive to a coalition 
theater air control system. For example, in the U.S. Pacific 
Command (PACOM) Area of Responsibility (AOR), five AOCs 
can command and control various components of coalition 
air power: the Japanese and the Australian national AOCs 
and three U.S AOCs — the 613 AOC in Hawaii, 607 AOC 
in South Korea and 611 AOC in Alaska.  

COMMAND
CONTROL
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The coalition approach shapes air 
power in the Indo Asia Pacific

COL. DAVID K. MOELLER/U.S. AIR FORCE AND 
WING CMDR. MATTHEW HETHERINGTON/ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE

and

A military 
helicopter departs 
from a Japan 
Self-Defense 
Force destroyer to 
search for people 
missing at sea 
after the March 
11, 2011, tsunami.
AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Each AOC is capable of providing command and 
control (C2) to coalition air power operations. The 
coalition approach to C2 is applicable across all core 
air power roles. Recent examples demonstrate the 
effectiveness of a coalition C2 in three of these air power 
roles in particular:  Integrated Air and Missile Defence 
(IAMD); Air Mobility; and Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance (ISR).

Coalition AOC IAMD synchronization is illustrated 
by the Pacific Air Force’s Rapid Raptor concept, which 
employs the air power doctrine of rapid dispersal while 
maintaining a robust combat capability, as Lt. Col. Robert 
Davis, U.S. Air Force, explains in the September-October 
2014 edition of Air and Space Power Journal. The F-22 and 
F-15C aircraft stationed in the Pacific Command area 
of operations have used the concept to quickly deploy to 
operating locations in Japan and several other nations. 
The critical coalition dimension here is the provision 
of coalition rather than organic (U.S.) air defense of the 
base and aircraft. Because the dispersal location may no 
longer be within the coverage of U.S. air and missile 
defense assets, such as Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense ships, 
Patriot or Theater High Altitude Air Defense (THAAD) 
missile batteries, the 613 AOC would coordinate with 
the Japanese AOC to ensure that national air and missile 
defense assets could protect the deployed aircraft and base. 
During a recent exercise, the 613 AOC and the Japanese 
AOC coordinated to produce a combined air tasking order, 
allowing for the command and control of coalition air 
power by either Japanese or American leaders. The same 
coordination could occur between the 607 AOC and its 
South Korean counterpart or with the 613 AOC and the 
Australian AOC as demonstrated in the biennial Exercise 
Talisman Saber.  Any time aircraft deploy to a regional ally 
or partner that possesses maritime and/or ground-based 
air defense capability, coalition command and control 
procedures are tested and strengthened.  

AIR MOBILITY
The air mobility mission is the second example of the 
effectiveness of the coalition approach to command and 
control of air power. Air mobility is often the first-choice 
international response to a humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief (HADR) incident. An integrated approach 
to C2 of air mobility assets is critical to the efficiency and 
effectiveness of relief supply and emergency evacuation 
to and from affected areas. Under Operation Damayan, 
the U.S. 613th AOC led the C2 of air mobility assets in 
response to Typhoon Haiyan, known as Typhoon Yolanda 
in the Philippines. The HADR military air response 
(Operation Tomodachi) to the tsunami that hit Japan in 
2011 was coordinated by the 613 AOC in conjunction 
with key regional partners, and included direct tasking of a 
Royal Australian Air Force C-17 aircraft as part of the U.S.-
led relief effort. The airborne search and rescue efforts 
to locate the Malaysian Airlines Flight 370 comprised a 
truly international air component that included Australia, 

China, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, South Korea and the 
United States. An Australian Air Component commander 
led and the Australian AOC supported the component.

In PACOM, the majority of theater security cooperation 
exercises, such as Ulchi Freedom Guardian, Talisman 
Saber, Yama Sakura and Cobra Gold are also coalition 
events by definition. Operation Deliberate Force, Allied 
Force, Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom and Odyssey 
Dawn are also coalition events.

The benefits of the air mobility mission also ring true 
for a number of operations that Pacific Air Forces annually 
conducts with many nations in the Indo-Asia-Pacific 
region. Now in its eighth year, Pacific Air Forces has 
partnered with a total of 11 nations within the region in a 
humanitarian assistance/civil military operations mission 
called Pacific Angel. Related activities have started to help 
build interoperability with other countries within the 
region through the practice of providing medical, dental, 
optometry, engineering assistance and subject matter expert 
exchanges to host-nation citizens. Without the command 
and control of the air mobility portion of this mission, all of 
the personnel and equipment needed to reach areas within 
these countries would be absent. Over the past seven years, 
Pacific Angel events have been conducted in Cambodia, 
Timor-Leste, Indonesia, Vietnam, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Mongolia, Laos, Tonga and Nepal.

COMBINED COVERAGE
The third example, and potentially the most challenging, 
is that the coalition approach to C2 of ISR seeks to 
enhance coverage, optimize utilization of scarce airborne 
ISR resources, and to better prioritize and deconflict 
intelligence requirements of coalition members. The vast 
expanse of the PACOM AOR drives the need for shared 
intelligence responsibilities across cooperating nations. 
This necessitates a coordinated and integrated approach 
to command and control of national airborne ISR assets. 
This integration is required especially when partners and 
allies share common intelligence collection requirements. 
Through synchronization across the five regional AOCs 
and other national agencies, PACOM is working closely 
with regional partners to better integrate airborne ISR 
capabilities and enhance a collective understanding of the 
operational environment, leading to a more stable and 
secure region.

Past experience, current doctrine and future strategy 
all point to the importance of a coalition approach to air 
operations in the Pacific theater to enhance the stability 
and security of our region. By extension, command 
and control of these operations should also reflect this 
combined approach. While all nations bring different 
levels of air power capabilities to the table, the coalition 
approach to command and control of air power allows for 
representation of national equities, increased efficiency, 
optimized shared capabilities, and most important, 
international cooperation and better understanding leading 
to greater regional stability.  o
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Indonesia’s military is concerned that 
a rebalancing of power in the Indo 
Asia Pacific is driving an arms race in 

the region and that increasingly tetchy 
territorial disputes could trigger conflict, 
its Armed Forces chief said.

In an interview, military commander 
Gen. Moeldoko — who goes by one name 
— did not single out China for criticism, 
but his comments are the latest from 
regional officials that suggest there are 
growing fears over China’s assertiveness 
and military modernization.

“We are definitely worried because 
there is a trend happening in the region 
right now, and that is an arms race 
between ASEAN [Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations] countries themselves and 
between major powers,” he said.

According to IHS Jane’s, a defense 
publication, the Indo-Asia-Pacific region 
is the only part of the world to see military 
spending grow steadily since 2008.

China is believed to have more 
than quadrupled its military spending 
since 2000; by 2015, it is expected to be 
outspending Britain, France and Germany 
combined. Even with Chinese spending 
stripped out, the rest of the Indo-Asia-
Pacific region is expected to overtake 
Western Europe by the same date.

Gen. Moeldoko said it was important 
that what he called a rebalancing of power 
in Asia as well as efforts by the United 
States to step up its military presence in 
the region did not create “provocations.”

He also said the Indonesian military 
was constantly assessing the risk to the 
country’s oil- and gas-rich Natuna Islands 
close to an area of the South China Sea 
claimed by Beijing but insisted that Jakarta 
remained neutral in the conflicting claims 
over sovereignty in the region. “We 
always need to evaluate the forces that 
are deployed in and around the Natuna 
region. We have to consider any spillover 
that emerges which we will have to deal 
with,” he said.

Indonesia Military Chief 
Gen. Moeldoko Worries 
About Asia Arms Race, 
Territorial Tensions
REUTERS

Indonesia military commander Gen. Moeldoko 
speaks during a January 2015 news conference 
in Surabaya regarding the search operations for 
AirAsia Flight QZ8501.  AFP/GETTY IMAGES

58 APD FORUMFORUM



59APD FORUMFORUM

The Natuna Islands lie close to 
China’s so-called nine-dash line, which 
Beijing uses on its official maps to 
display its claim to 90 percent of the 
South China Sea. The Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan 
also claim parts of the potentially 
resource-rich waters.

Indonesia has long played a 
neutral role and sought to mediate in 
the disputes, although it has openly 
criticized China’s hard-nosed approach 
for inflaming regional tension.

China’s Foreign Ministry issued a 
statement in April 2014 saying Beijing 
had no dispute with Jakarta over the 
Natuna Islands in response to some 
reports that a row might be brewing.

CRYSTAL CLEAR
That was a view backed by former 
Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty 
Natalegawa. “It must be made crystal 
clear that between Indonesia and 
China there are no outstanding or 
overlapping maritime territorial 

disputes,” he said. 
However, Indonesia has been 

asking for clarification through the 
United Nations since 2010 of the 
legal basis for China’s nine-dash line, 
which stretches deep into the heart of 
maritime Southeast Asia.

Natalegawa said Indonesia had 
“inferred” from China that the line did 
not cross Indonesian territory.

The 58-year-old Gen. Moeldoko, 
named Armed Forces chief in August 
2013, went to Beijing in February 2014 
for talks with China’s military. “We’re 
not focused particularly on China’s 
developments, but we see there is a 
dispute in that region. And from that 
dispute we should anticipate or look at 
the future prospects in the region, and 
that is a part of our calculations.

“I explained [to my Chinese 
counterpart] that we are a sovereign 
country, we will protect our territory, 
and we will do whatever is necessary 
to protect our sovereignty. They 
understand that,” he said.

“We are a 
sovereign country, 
we will protect our 
territory, and we 
will do whatever 

is necessary 
to protect our 
sovereignty.”

~ Gen. Moeldoko

59APD FORUMFORUM

Indonesian military chief Gen. Moeldoko, right, walks on deck of the KRI Banda Aceh Navy ship during a 
search operation for passengers onboard AirAsia Flight QZ8501, off the Java sea in January 2015.
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T
hese past few years, the Philippines has 
become one of the prominent success stories 
in the global economic scene. Perhaps some 
of you have read the story of how, in 2010, 
the Filipino people voted for the idea that 

ultimately turned our country around, the idea that 
drove my campaign for the presidency: Where there is 
no corruption, there will be no poverty.

Since our first day in office, we have stayed true to 
our promise to the people, and we have undertaken 
reform after reform. We overhauled our 
budgeting process to make certain that 
our people’s money would be spent in a 
manner that maximizes the benefits to our 
people; we pursued all those who committed 
wrongdoing, regardless of their position 
or influence, so that they may be brought 
to justice; and we fostered a business 
environment that rewarded hard work and 
innovation, as opposed to a mere willingness 
to bend the rules. Over the years, these 
reforms, among others, have allowed our 
country to shed the title of “Sick Man 
of Asia.” Some have even begun calling 
us “Asia’s Rising Tiger,” having seen our 
improved economic performance.

Perhaps I can share with you some of the 
more prominent economic developments 
in our country. Our gross domestic product 
(GDP), from 2010 to 2013, registered 
an average growth of 6.3 percent, which is a stark 
improvement from 2006 to 2009, when the average was 
at 4.3 percent. This development is even more impressive 
considering that, over the span of the last four years 
and four months, growth in our country has become 
increasingly driven by investments and trade, to go along 
with large consumption fueled by remittances from 
abroad. This is an indicator of a more balanced and more 
resilient economy, one that can better withstand shocks, 
and one that is consequently more attractive to investors. 
Quality of employment has also been improving, meaning 
more Filipinos are earning increasingly stable incomes, 
and are thus able to better plan for the future.

The World Economic Forum’s Competitiveness 
Report has likewise cited us as the most improved country 
since 2010. On top of this, we received 20 positive credit 
rating actions from agencies around the world over the 
course of our administration. This includes investment 

grade ratings from the three most renowned credit ratings 
agencies, namely: Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s, and Fitch.

Indeed, over the course of our administration, we have 
proven: Good governance is good economics. I assure all 
of you: Our efforts will not stop here. We are looking to 
go from strength to strength. One way we are doing this 
is by making massive investments in our greatest resource, 
the Filipino people, because we know that it is through 
empowering them that we can sustain our country’s 
momentum. From 2010 to 2013, we have increased the 

budgets of our Department of Education 
and our Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority by 75 percent and 
77 percent, respectively, and moving forward, 
we are looking to redouble our efforts in 
these fields. Our country will be hitting a 
“demographic sweet spot” by 2015. As the 
majority of our population reaches working 
age, we want to make certain that they can 
continue capitalizing on the job openings that 
are being created.

Over the past three years, we have also 
more than doubled our annual infrastructure 
allocation. From about 2.3 percent of GDP, 
or 200.3 billion pesos, in 2011, it has risen to 
404.3 billion in 2014. Ultimately, by 2016, we 
intend for it to reach 5 percent of our GDP, 
which is likewise experiencing continued 
growth. These are just a few examples of 
our continued efforts to keep the dynamo of 

progress engaged in full throttle, and it is clear: There is no 
better time to invest in the Philippines than now.

We encourage all those in attendance today to take 
a closer look at the Philippines, or, if you had been 
previously intrigued by our country, to transform your 
interest into something more concrete. Rest assured, my 
government will do everything in its power to ensure that 
the Philippines will remain competitive for many years to 
come. We are extremely eager to work with all of you and 
are hopeful that you can eventually invest in our country 
and become part of the great Philippine turnaround.

Perhaps just to emphasize: We believe the wherewithal 
and the base for all the things that we’ve been trying 
to do, the reforms in our country, emanates from the 
mandate given by our people. So, our focus is also 
on ensuring that all of our people get the maximum 
opportunities for them to participate in the growth of our 
country. The growth has to be inclusive for all.

ANTI-CORRUPTION POLICIES IN 
THE PHILIPPINES BREED ECONOMIC SUCCESS

BENIGNO S. AQUINO III/PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

President Aquino delivered this speech at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation CEO Summit 2014 in Beijing, People’s Republic of China, on November 9, 2014.

THE 
GROWTH 

HAS TO BE 
INCLUSIVE 
FOR ALL.

~ Benigno S. Aquino III, 
president of 

the Philippines
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Archaeologists have found skeletal remains 
inside a limestone grave at a vast ancient tomb 
in Greece dating to Alexander the Great’s era, the 
most significant discovery to date at the site.

The Amphipolis site, believed to be the largest 
ancient tomb discovered in Greece, has spurred 
speculation whether the conqueror or a member 
of his family was buried there. Alexander died in 
Babylonia in present day Iraq, but his burial site is 
not known.

Analysts are examining the skeletal remains 
for identification, Greece’s Culture Ministry said. 
Archaeologists in the past have said the grave 
likely belonged to a prominent Macedonian and 
that the site had been looted.

Excavations at the site in northeastern Greece 
near the city of Thessaloniki began in 2012. They 
captured global attention in August 2014 when 
archaeologists announced the discovery of a vast 
tomb guarded by two sphinxes and circled by a 
497-meter marble wall.

Since then, the tomb has also yielded a 
mosaic made of colored pebbles depicting the 
abduction of Persephone, the daughter of Zeus, 
as well as two sculpted female figures also known 
as Caryatids. The tomb dates to 300-325 B.C. 
Alexander the Great died in 323 B.C. after a 
military campaign through the Middle East, Asia 
and northeast Asia.   Reuters

A Dutch bitcoin entrepreneur has had two 
microchips containing the virtual currency injected 
into his hands to help him make contactless 
payments.

The chips, enclosed in a 2-millimeter by 
12-millimeter capsule of “biocompatible” glass, were 
injected by a professional using a special syringe. 
The chips emit a tiny radio signal using Near Field 
Communication (NFC), and each can store up to 888 
bits of information.“We wanted to do this experiment 
to push further the concept of the virtual wallet,” said 
Martijn Wismeijer, co-founder of MrBitcoin, which 
installs bitcoin cash distributors.

Using NFC, the chips can communicate with 
devices such as Android smartphones or tablets. 
“What’s stored on the microchips should be seen as 
a savings account,” rather than a current account, 
Wismeijer said. “The payment device remains the 
smartphone, but you transfer funds from the chips,” 
said Wismeijer, who was injected with the chips along 
with a handful of other people.

His experiment has garnered so much publicity 
that he has temporarily withdrawn the money from 
his hands for security reasons. “The aim wasn’t for 
everyone to know about it,” he said, laughing.

The chips are available on the Internet, sold with a 
syringe for U.S. $99 by the Dangerous Things company. 
“It’s really not recommended to do this yourself. 
You should find a specialist if you want to avoid 
infections,” Wismeijer said.

Besides storing bitcoins, the chips can be 
programmed with a smartphone to do such things 
as open doors electronically or turn off an alarm 
clock if placed in a certain position. About 1,500 
people around the world have already had such chips 
injected, Wismeijer said, but he did not know how 
many carried bitcoins.
Agence France-Presse
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People around the world lived on average to a 
ripe old age of 71.5 in 2013, up from 65.3 in 
1990, a study announced in December 2014, 
noting the gains came despite big increases in 
liver cancer and chronic kidney deaths.

Global life expectancy rose by 5.8 years in 
men and 6.6 years in women between 1990 
and 2013. The increase was attributed to falling 
death rates from cancers (down by 15 percent) 
and cardiovascular disease (down by 22 
percent) in high-income regions of the world.

In less affluent regions, the drop was 
attributed to rapidly declining death rates for 
diarrhea, lower respiratory tract infections 
and neonatal disorders, according the study 
published in the British health journal The Lancet.

Only one region, Sub-Saharan Africa, did 
not benefit from the upward trend, with deaths 
from HIV/AIDS resulting in a drop in average 
life expectancy of five years.

“The progress we are seeing against 
a variety of illnesses and injuries is good, 
even remarkable, but we can and must do 
even better,” said lead author Dr. Christopher 
Murray, professor of Global Health at the 
University of Washington.

The Global Burden of Disease Study 
2013, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, also found that some low-income 
countries such as Nepal, Rwanda, Ethiopia, 
Niger, the Maldives, Timor-Leste and Iran had 
exceptional gains during the past 23 years, 
with life expectancy in those countries rising 
by more than 12 years for both sexes. In India, 
too, good progress had been made on life 
expectancy between 1990 and 2013, with a 
rise of almost seven years for men and slightly 
more than 10 years for women.  
Agence France-Presse

WORLD

EUROPE

A skin-eating fungus that infiltrated 
Europe through the global wildlife 
trade is threatening to inflict 
massive losses on the continent’s 
native salamanders. It could wipe 
out the species there and in North 
America, scientists say.

The fungus, first detected 
in Europe in 2013, has killed 
salamanders in the Netherlands 
and Belgium and is expected 
soon to reach other European 
nations, an international research 
team said in October 2014. The 
fungus is closely related to another 
that already has wiped out some 
amphibian species, they said.

The scientists have found 
no sign of the fungus in North 
American amphibians but worry 
that it will surface via a pet trade 
that has funneled millions of 
Chinese fire belly newts to the 
United States.

The researchers tracked the 
origins and geographical presence 
of the fungus, Batrachochytrium 
salamandrivorans, by examining 
about 5,400 samples accounting 
for about 150 varieties of 
amphibians in Europe, Asia, 
North America and Africa.

The study, published in 
the journal Science, found the 
fungus specifically kills various 
salamanders and newts, a subgroup 
of the salamander family.

The fungus invades a 
salamander’s skin, an organ vital to 
its respiratory system, causing ulcers.

The fungus appears to have 
originated in Southeast Asia 
30 million years ago, reaching 
Europe recently through the trade 
in Asian newts. Using museum 
specimens, the scientists found 
the fungus in amphibians from 
Thailand, Vietnam and Japan as 
early as the 19th century without 
causing disease. Creatures in the 
region have apparently developed 
resistance, but those from other 
regions may be vulnerable.

University of Maryland 
ecologist Karen Lips, another 
of the researchers, underscored 
the danger in North America, 
saying, “The impact on our native 
salamander diversity might be very 
high because the U.S. is the world’s 
greatest biodiversity ‘hot spot’ for 
salamanders. We have more species 
and families here than anywhere 
else in the world.”  Reuters

Fungus threatens 
SALAMANDER POPULATION

o n  t h e  r i s e
LIFE EXPECTANCY

REUTERS

AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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They lived on a remote dot of land in the middle 
of the Pacific, 3,700 kilometers west of South 
America and 1,770 kilometers from the closest 
island, erecting huge stone figures that still stare 
enigmatically from the hillsides.

These ancient Polynesian people who populated 
Easter Island, or Rapa Nui, were not as isolated as 
long believed. Scientists who conducted a genetic 
study, published in 2014 in the journal Current 
Biology, found these ancient people had significant 
contact with Native American populations sometime 
between 1300 and 1500. The first Westerners 
reached the island hundreds of years later in 1722.

The Rapa Nui people created a unique culture 
best known for the 900 monumental head-and-
torso stone statues known as “moai” erected on 
Easter Island. The culture flourished starting about 
1200 and declined by the 16th century.

Genetic data on 27 Easter Island natives indicated 
that interbreeding between the Rapa Nui and native 
people in South America occurred roughly between 
1300 and 1500 or 19 to 23 generations ago. “We 
found evidence of gene flow between this population 
and Native American populations, suggesting an 
ancient ocean migration route between Polynesia and 
the Americas,” said geneticist Anna-Sapfo Malaspinas 
of the Center for GeoGenetics at the University of 
Copenhagen, who led the study.

The genetic evidence indicates either that 
Rapa Nui people traveled to South America or 
that Native Americans journeyed to Easter Island. 

The researchers said it probably was the Rapa 
Nui people making the arduous ocean round 
trips. “It seems most likely that they voyaged from 
Rapa Nui to South America and brought South 
Americans back to Rapa Nui and admixed with 
them,” said Mark Stoneking, a geneticist with 
Germany’s Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary 
Anthropology who collaborated on a related study 
of Brazil’s indigenous Botocudo people. “So it will 
be interesting to see if in further studies any signal 
of Polynesian, Rapa Nui ancestry can be found in 
South Americans.”

A second study, also published in Current 
Biology, illustrates another case of Polynesians 
venturing into South America. Two ancient human 
skulls from Brazil’s indigenous Botocudo people, 
known for the large wooden disks they wore in 
their lips and ears, belonged to people who were 
genetically Polynesian, with no detectable Native 
American ancestry.

“How the two Polynesian individuals belonging to 
the Botocudos came into Brazil is the million-dollar 
question,” said University of Copenhagen geneticist 
Eske Willerslev of the Center for GeoGenetics, who led 
the study on the Botocudos.

The findings suggest these Polynesians reached 
South America and made their way to Brazil, either 
landing on the western coast of the continent and 
crossing the interior or voyaging around Tierra del 
Fuego and up the east coast, Stoneking said. “In either 
event, it is an amazing story.”

REUTERS

CULTURE & CUSTOMAPDF
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CONTEMPLATIONSAPDF

R obots and artificially intelligent 
devices will take over many jobs 
now done by people. Experts 

are divided on whether the spread of 
such technologies will do human society 
more good than harm.

Many experts see a growing role for 
self-driving cars, delivery drones, robotic 
workers, smartphone-based assistants 
and even algorithmic journalism by 2025, 
the Pew Research Center said. However, 
experts remain divided on whether these 
technological advances will be helpful, 
with 48 percent of respondents to Pew’s 
survey saying such devices will destroy 
jobs and increase income inequality.

Nevertheless, a slim majority said 
the advances will take over undesirable 
tasks and generate new kinds of human 
employment.

The report is not based on a 
randomized poll sample, but instead 
on an opt-in survey of people, deemed 
experts or affiliated with certain 
organizations, taken between November 
2013 and January 2014.

Lee Rainie, director of the Pew 
Research Internet Project, said experts 
see “the accelerating displacement of 
work that can be done more efficiently 
and cost-effectively” by robots. This 
means “a transformation of labor, 
especially in the fields of transportation, 
fast food and medicine; freedom from 
day-to-day drudgery that allows people 

to define work in a more positive and 
socially beneficial way.”

Rainie said many see this as leading 
to “a shrinking of the middle class 
and expansion of the ranks of the 
unemployed.”

“Automation is [the Harry Potter 
villain] Voldemort: the terrifying force 
nobody is willing to name,” said Jerry 
Michalski, founder of Relationship 
Economy eXpedition, a think tank of 
corporate executives.

“The race between automation and 
human work is won by automation, and 
as long as we need fiat currency to pay the 
rent/mortgage, humans will fall out of the 
system in droves as this shift takes place.”

Stowe Boyd, lead researcher at 
GigaOM Research, said the growing  
use of autonomous vehicles will take 
away important jobs for humans, such  
as driving trucks and taxis.

“An increasing proportion of the 
world’s population will be outside of the 
world of work — either living on the 
dole or benefiting from the dramatically 
decreased costs of goods to eke out 
a subsistence lifestyle,” he said. “The 
central question of 2025 will be: What 
are people for in a world that does 
not need their labor and where only a 
minority are needed to guide the ‘bot-
based economy?’ ”

 Justin Reich at Harvard University’s 
Berkman Center for Internet & Society 

said robots and artificial intelligence 
“will increasingly replace routine kinds 
of work — even the complex routines 
performed by artisans, factory workers, 
lawyers and accountants.”

Others, including JP Rangaswami, 
chief scientist for Salesforce.com, 
remain optimistic.

“The very nature of work will have 
changed radically by 2025, but only in 
economies that have chosen to invest 
in education, technology and related 
infrastructure,” he said. “Some classes 
of jobs will be handed over to the 
‘immigrants’ of AI [artificial intelligence] 
and robotics, but more will have been 
generated in creative and curating 
activities as demand for their services 
grows exponentially.”

Vint Cerf, chief Internet evangelist 
for Google, said: “Historically, technology 
has created more jobs than it destroys, 
and there is no reason to think otherwise 
in this case. Someone has to make and 
service all these advanced devices.”

The report is based on views from 
nearly 1,900 respondents selected by Pew 
because of their backgrounds. They were 
affiliated with think tanks; companies 
including Cisco Systems, British Telecom 
and Microsoft; universities such as the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
and news organizations and activist 
groups such as the Electronic Privacy 
Information Center.
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BENEFITS OF SMART ROBOTS 
AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Machine
VERSUS

AFP/GETTY IMAGES



66 APD FORUMFORUM

THIS & THATAPDF News of the interesting, unusual and entertaining

Onlookers at a train 
station in northern India 
watched in awe as a 
monkey came to the 
rescue of an injured 
friend, “resuscitating”  
another monkey that had 
been electrocuted and 
knocked unconscious.

The injured monkey 
had fallen between the 
tracks, apparently after 
touching high-tension wires at the train station in the north Indian city 
of Kanpur. His companion came to the rescue and was captured on 
camera lifting the friend’s motionless body, shaking it, dipping it into 
a mud puddle, biting its head and skin, and “working” until the hurt 
monkey regained consciousness.

The first monkey, completely covered in mud, opened its eyes 
and began moving again. Crowds of travelers watched the scene in 
amazement, filming and snapping pictures.  The Associated Press

Famed for the serene silence 
of its timeless nooks and 
crannies, Venice is about to 
get even quieter — by banning 
noisy suitcases on wheels.

Residents of Italy’s 
floating city have had it up 
to here with the round-the-
clock rumble of luggage 
being dragged across 
cobblestoned alleyways and 
bridges by a large proportion 
of the 27 million visitors 
who flock there every year.

Their mounting 
irritation has prompted city 
authorities to draw up draft 
rules which will, from 2015, 
see tourists become liable for 
fines of up to U.S. $627 if they 
fail to switch to noise-free 
wheels that are either made 
of rubber or air-filled — or 
simply opt to carry their 
luggage to and from their 
hotels.

The ban also targets 
trolleys used by workers 
for the final leg of goods 
delivered to businesses and 
residences within the city, 
and local officials appear 
to be counting on bag 
manufacturers coming up 
with Venice-friendly models.
Agence France-Presse

Monkey Medic
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Female models in tight dresses and miniskirts have been banned from  
one of Asia’s premier car exhibitions in Shanghai.

The Chinese government is concerned about what it sees as  
increasing vulgarity in society. A crackdown on pornography and freedom 
of expression generally has intensified since President Xi Jinping assumed 
office in 2013.

Victor Yang, spokesman for Geely Automobile Holdings Ltd., said in 
February 2015 that the company was notified by the Shanghai auto show 
organizer that no models could be used at the weeklong event in April 2015. 
Auto promoters in China, as in many other places, often employ models to 
jazz up their stands. The models seem to get more attention than the cars, 
especially from shutterbugs in the crowd.

Government censors faced a backlash from Chinese Internet users in 
January when a television drama about a Chinese empress was scrubbed of 
all footage showing actresses’ cleavage. Major Web portals have also been 

under pressure to rein in what 
the government considers 
“harmful” content.

While the news, circulated 
on microblogs, triggered some 
criticism, Yang said it would be a 
positive move for carmakers.

“An auto show is an industry 
event to showcase cars, not 
beautiful models,” he said.  Reuters

Racy Models Near End of the 
Road at Chinese Auto Shows

VENICE 
DECLARES 
WAR ON 
NOISY 
SUITCASES
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D E S T I N A T I O N  

NEPAL
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Royal Thai Armed Forces (RTAF) rescue team members board 
a C-130 cargo plane at the military airport in Bangkok on 
April 28, 2015, to head to Nepal. The RTAF sent more than 
65 medical and rescue personnel to Kathmandu, Nepal, to 
assist millions of people affected by an earthquake, according 
to authorities. The magnitude-7.8 quake struck three days 
earlier, causing large-scale damage across the nation, from 
Kathmandu to small, remote villages. On the slopes of Mount 
Everest, avalanches triggered by the quake buried part of a 
base camp packed with foreign climbers preparing to ascend 
the summit. The Thai government, as well as humanitarian 
and international groups, launched a massive relief operation, 
with more than U.S. $53 million in aid provided during the 
first week of the aftermath, according to the United Nations.
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